SCOTTISH MINORITIES GROUP: PAEDOPHILIA -- A DISCUSSION PAPER Wyllie, Andrew;Crowe, Malcolm SMG News; Dec 1977; ProQuest pg. 11

33 GROUP

MINORIT

PAEDOPHILIA - A Discussion Paper,
The first obstacle to a utralvhtforwurd discussion of paedophilia is
westion of "age of consent", and it is therefore importamt to deal with
nccpt first., SMG's pollcy at present is to aim for the age of conse
mosexual love-making to be made the same as for heiero exualss But in

*7F£ undesirable - an oversimplified and often unjust solution to-a co
al problem, which supposes that in one day a child incapable of consen
cmes an adult able to weigh the consequences of all decisions. We see
ost daily, in the operation of the laws on sexual offences, the futility
of re@ardlng a specific age as being appropriate to cover everyone, since
reople mature at different rates.

If the notion of maturity, of being able to take a responsible decision
on moral questions, replaced that of age, it would bring greater justice i
ficult area of the law. Deciding on maturity would be no more a prol
he courts than deciding consent is in ordinary rape casess
most children's devedopment is marked by the onset of revelliousn
i begins to examine critically the guidance of its parents
; of early adolescence., Another suggestion would be to mak
ty the dividi line for purposes of consent. This would not be so
ent, although it could be argued that this would confuse physical
1wtional maturity. BEither suggestion would make the resulting age of cons
lower for girls than for boys, and would in some cases give greater "protec
to slow developers, while in others would give a well-deserved freedom.,

e

However, this concept of protection is one that requires examination.
When a reduction in the age of consent is suggested, several arguments are
immediately advanced in favour of the status quo.

First, ‘it is said that a pubescent or adolescent child is still devel
and may be "corrupted" into life-long homose xuality. This is rejected
areful research (cf. D.J. West's books), and moreover it is widely real:
i most children experiment sexually with other children of both sexes.
any case; the use of the word "corrupted already begs the question: what is
corrupt about life-long homosexuality?

Secondly, so the argument runs, one's initial sexual contact is likely to

traumatic experience. However, it will be traumatic at any ag and
vided the first sexual experience arise from the child's desire for
cience, it can reasonably be argued that this desire will make the
ience enjoyably traumatic, whereas repression until later would induce
y feelings of guilt both in relation to the repressed desire and its
ual ’ulillment.
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Thirdly, it is argued that an adult's relationship with a pubescent ci
necessarily exploitative. In the vast majority of cases this will ce:
be true, but it needs to be stressed that most adult relationships are
exploitative, and it is part of our present social order that society c

" the exploiters and the exploited. Thus relationships can be exploitative

cther or not there is a difference in age, and perhaps one should condemn
ploitative relationships per se (a vast number), rather than focussing
: that arise fromaa difference in age, or, what is worse, presuming expl
ation whenever there is a difference in age.

THE REAL PROBLEM with paedophilia is the question of sexual relation
between adults and pre-pubertal children. As has been suggested above,
are not capable of giving consent to a sexual act with a reasonable degm
responsibility before the onset of puberty. This must be seen in the wider
al context - a child's place in society is such that he/she is neither
cted nor permitted to express consent, dissent, or indeed any opinion
whatsoever, on a wide variety of Slb}GCt many of which may have a greater
bearing on the child's immediate life and subsequent develppment than a one-off
sexual contact (what sort of education, for example ). Moreover, the chil
expect and accept relatively unthinkingly any adult's guidance on complex
gquestions.

Therefore, where a child does ¢learly. express his/her desire not to
then sex with that child is ‘elearly rapes but to have sex with an apr
nsenting child wich has been brought up in such a manner as to be virtt
pable of consent or dissent is llttle better, On the other hand, we
in mind that in many cases it is the child and not the adult who is
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instigator of the sexual act, and in the complete absence of moral brainwa
c ! t

Y
by the adult this would appear to place the adult in the role of consentor

But even-in most favourable circumstances, there still remain grave
fficulties. On whole, and in the present circumstances, it would :
that sex with an adult is not good for a child. The only reasonable e
to this is where children from broken homes find some kind of affection
than none, and indeed such o%iTJrsn form a sizeable proportion of th
ved with sexual relationships with S] ons against are

sight similar to those *\Huttwd above,
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Firs tlf, the degree of trauma involved in a child's relationship w
adult becoming a sexual one will usually be intolerably high because of
cial c ndltloning children ive from t arliest age.

Secondly, since a child is brought up to obey adults, any concept of
meaningful" consent becomes difficult to smstain.

Thirdly, akain because of the usual unequal relationship between a
adult and any child, the s relationship itself is exceedingly unli
be on anything resemblin equal footing, and will therefore lead to
sillusionment and the pns 1ity of the child ending up an emotional

HOWEVER, the fact remains that there are, and probably always will be,
paedophiles, and children attracted to adults. Further, at present, such
ationships are either conducted in an 2ing atmosphere of
1t and secrecy, and when any such relation is discovered, it is broken

with dreadful consequences:

1. Removal of an important source of love for both adult and child.

most appalling tre
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BEstrangement of both adu i1d from their respective family

4. Adult's loss of employment.

5. Concomitant mental disturbance and possible suicide.
\is situation is clearly intolerable, and so some kind of solution is
ssary. It seems clear that the only really workable answer is a long-
large-scale ocne., At present could not simply give carte-blanche
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approval to the aims of amganisatic such as PIE, whose
wzing degree of fairness and equality in an adult-child relationsl
ot is needed before anything of the sort is a major change in soc
children a greater degree of independence and decision-making
they would be able for themselves not only to consent or otherwi

z wal act, but also to have a far greater degree of influence over their
entire life-styles so that they are not exploited by parents, QChooliblchurus
or would-be sexual partners. In the “Horuwv term, however, it would be
for SMG to sit back at a time when PIE are enduring such deplorable tr
in the national press, particularly as SMG has a number of paedophile ”‘nbvrl.
Inso far as homosexual liberation and paedophile liberation have aspects in
non (whlch as this report suggests, is not all that far), PIE should have

a degree of support Tt is however undesirable that we should be in any way
sociated with PIL s law-reform proposals, except possibly where we migh
ree on the futility of fixed ages of consent.

Finally, it would be approprigte for SMG, as an organisation
with civil liberties, to take account of the rights of children in the h:
est sense, and to seek discussion witl educationalssts and family sociolo
on the particular area of child sexuality.

Andrew Wyllie and Malcolm Crowe

- The above paper was briefly discussed by the Eyecutive Committee on 5th

November 1977, who decided that it should be distributed to members for
wider discussion.
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