
H
"Ages of consent are useless. They are completely unrealistic, and they don't
give children protection from, exploitation in any case, The only lasting
protection will be to remove the exploitation, and doing this will go a lot
deeper than simply passing or repealing a law,"

a
THE

BETRAYAL

OF YOUTH

* M
(Liz Holtofs i Kathy Chaliis)

"The runaways reported daily in the papers are seen as at best confused, at
worst gratuitiously hurting their parents, Hany seem unable to grasp that the
act of running away may, to the child, be a way of escaping from
intolerably oppressive situation."

w
Han

(Eric Frsshnd)

"«e all live in a comfortable fantasy that the world of the child is one of

innocence, of good morality, of ignorance of sex, etc,, and this stereotype
can be very damaging because it can restrict the child's growth," >

(Michael Ingram)

Radical Perspectives

on Childhood Sexuality,

Intergenerational Sex,

and the Social Oppression

of Children and ^ung People

"yomen and homosexuals, as wall as children and child-lovers, are oppressed by
the view that procreatlonal sex is the only erotic activity that rates the
Sood Housekeeping Seal of Approval,"

O
(Beatrice Faust)

"In a fully democratic and egalitarian society, there can be no question of
adults usurping the rights of young people by keeping them in a state of

ignorance, fear and guilt, or by resort to arbitrary and autocratic laws which

deny then responsibility for decisions affecting their lives,"

O

Cl
H(Peter fatchsll)

X
III

Investigators' who purport to show that adult/child sexual contacts,,, must
-produce damaged lives break the cardinal rule of scientific enquiry: they
dispense with controls and they hammer out moralistic conclusions, using
moralistic tools in an atmosphere of constraint and apprehension, if not
downright hysteria," I

(Roger Moody) a
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INTRODUCTION

In the late 1970s in the state of Nevada, USA, one Robert Butler
was sentenced to 22 consecutive teres of life ieprisoneent, The aind
fairly boggles at the thought of spending a lifetiae in jail, let alone

twenty-two of thea; so just what sort of heinous crises did this nan

cosait? How many people did he slowly and sadistically torture, before

aiurdering the* in cold blood?

This unfortunate lan had done nothing nore than becoae
involved in a love affair with a )i year old pal which, because of

sexual intiiacies with hin, had caused hie to run afoul of a statute of

the state which prescribes life iaprisonifient for each occasion

had, in fact, murdered his friend, perhaps he would have got away with

only one life sentence.

None,

If he

In Salt Lake City, Utah, one Arthur Bishop, once a pillar of the
Norton Church, was sentenced to death for killing five boys with whoi he

had had sexual relationships, He killed then, he said, because he viS

afreid they vould expose their sexual activities vith him,

Meanwhile, in Denver, Colorado, a black teacher, Jerry Hall, was

sentenced to 5S years in prison for consensual sex with five boys, Soee
of his 'victiis' regularly visit hin in prison because they regard hin
as their friend,

a former Kinsey sex researcher was recently
sentenced to 10 years in jail plus a $5000 fine for photocopying a

photograph oi a child in an old porno magazine,

In Austin, Texas

In Riverside, California, another teacher, Albert Guindon, lost his

job and faces a maximuin 3 years jail and $3000 fine for taking photos of

five boys vith their shirts off. No sex was involved,

Need I go on? In England, the sentencing has not yet become quite
as barbaric as these examples from America, but we don't have far to go,

Betrayal of Youth
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INCEST

by CLIVE COlIlfM

Definition

Incest has been defined differently by each country, and even

state, 6reat Britain, for exawple, tolerates sexual activity and
narriage between first cousins, whereas this is not permitted in the
United States, except in Rhode Island, and there only amongst Jews, For
present purposes, incest will be used to mean sexual activity between
closely related members of one family. We will be concentrating on

inter-generational incest where there is a child participant.

Background and History

fl child has many needs which differ according to the stage of
development reached, and these have to be satisfied if the child is to
receive the best chance of thriving in society. Some of the more

obvious requirements would include food, shelter, warmth and clothing,
These needs are so fundamental that if they are lacking, the child may

die, Other, less easily definable, assets would include self-esteem,
friendship and affection. These are also necessary for the healthy
development of the child, and though there is no direct risk of death
if, say, a mother finds no lime to play with her little boy, or feels
unable to show affection towards him, the lack of human warmth will,
inevitably, affect his development. Young children feel a strong need
for the affection of their parents and often want to be picked up,
embraced, hugged and kissed. Climbing into bed with his/her parents on
a Sunday morning and being told a story is sheer delight for a four year
old. Instinctively, the parents are trusted and looked on as the

PageThe Betrayal of Youth



Incest

providers of wrath, help, safety, love and friendship,

What, then, if a aother fondles her eight year old son's genitals,
or if a father caresses his twlve year old daughter's breasts whilst in
bed with her?

One child recalls with fond affection the strength of her father's
body next to hers, whilst another reaeabers with disgust the unwanted
intiaacies. The line between innocent love and unwanted intrusion can

be disturbingly difficult to draw,

Looking back through history, one discovers very few societies in
which incest was peraitted, There were sound reasons for insisting that
all new relationships extend beyond the family, In earliest times, a
marriage might well offer out the benefits of new skills that night be
acquired froa the other family. Perhaps an envied water hole would be
shared, An admired pot maker would be prevailed on to share his art,

When each comnunity was, in effect, a small production unit these

considerations would have been of great importance, Any new knowledge
that could be gained was valuable. Two families would now ward off the

attacks of a marauding foe, or even wield sufficient power to become the

aggressors themselves,

There were exceptions to the general rule. In ancient Egypt,
brother/sister marriages were sanctioned for thousands of years within
the royal family, thereby ensuring a pure line for the throne. In India
the Sakta sect believed that incestuous intercourse led to religious
perfection. And in recent times, the flonons in the United States

practised incest in order to avoid marriages outside the church. It was

not until 1892 that Congress outlawed this tradition.

Superstition has played an important part in the maintenance of the

taboo, Crop failures in Ireland, sterility of women and cattle, even
the occurance of solar eclipses were held to be caused by the existence
of incestuous relationships. The Bible (Leviticus 18;6-18) provided a

long list of sexual unions which were deemed disgraceful. However,

Page 2 The Betrayal of Youth



Incest

Hoses was the son of his nephew and aunt, Abraham married his half-
sister, and Ham lay with his father, while Noah was drunk,

Incest in Literature

There were references to the 'abominable' nature of incest in the

annals of literature going back to the origins of the written word, The
horror, and at once, the fascination that the subject holds and has held

was reflected in Sophocles' great tragedy OEDIPUS REX. The tale, simple
but gripping, involved a mother and son, separated when the boy was a

baby, who were driven together once more by fate, and having fallen in

love, learned of their common blood, Oedipus tore out his eyes, his
mother merely committed suicide, This theme of the unspeakable nature

of incest, and its evil and utterly destructive effect on any who were

enmeshed by it, no matter how innocent the circumstances, has been used

by writers throughout time to depict individuals and families who were
doomed.

In 1626 John Ford presented the first serious treatment of the
subject on the English stage; 'TIS PITY SHE'S A WHORE, Brother and

sister, as helplessly as mother and son two thousand years before, were
fated from the outset. It is interesting to note that in these earlier
examples of incest in literature the circumstances were of two innocent

adults who fell in love, completely ignorant that they were closely

related, Uilful and conspiratorial sin would not have been a proper

subject to portray at the time, any more than would homosexuality or
masochism,

Later authors such as Somerset flaugham, Herman Melville and the
Marquis de Sade included this element of lascivious intent

result was always an inevitability; utter doom,

but the

Given this literary background, and in the present day the

publishing of articles in the popular press with titles such as; 'Raped,
By Yhe Monster Who Lived At Home' and 'Sirls Who Live In Fear Of

Father's Footsteps
C 1 )

there is little wonder that rational discussion

Betrayal of Youth Page 3
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Incest

voRan of the family,

instructions as to the general running of the family, whilst her mother,
who may be frequently absent from the home, is more and acre relegated
to playing the part of a child, freed froa the 'responsibilities ' of

satisfying her husband sexually and emotionally, and of making the daily

In many cases, the mother, either

She may devise menus, allot tasks, give

decisions of running the home

tacitly or more actively, encourages the daughter to assume her role,
She may be unable, for any of a number of reasons, to fulfil her sexual
'function' with her husband, In some cases, she may be scared of him,
especially when he has been drinking (a high proportion of incestuous

fathers have a drink problem). She may have some emotional problem

associated with sex, maybe relating to her own childhood (incest tends

to run through the generations in a family), or she may be absent due to
work, spending time with her own friends, or perhaps sickness,

Of all types of incest, it is the relationships between fathers and
daughters, by far, that come to light most frequently, and is assumed to
be the most common form

widespread, but given its very nature, ie; a relationship between people
of the same age or generation, who may have sworn secrecy, it is not so

frequently revealed,

It may be that brother/sister incest is as

Ihe_inyirQnaeni

Each case of incest is unique. Nevertheless, certain common

features have been noted in examples that have come to the attention of
researchers,

The parents stop having sex. There is an emotional and sexual
drifting apart.
The mother is absent or incapacitated,

The father may have suffered a crisis, such as losing his job.
The daughter is approaching puberty, though in some cases, sex

may have started at an early age, perhaps seven or eight,

2,

3,

4,
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Incest

Characteristics of the Daughter

The traits often found in the girl may be suimarised as follows;

]. She has a poor relationship with her mother, Sonetines she

and her father nay tacitly or openly agree on the mother's
failings, and the girl begins to develop maternal or wifely
feelings, believing that she must develop the characteristics
of a good wife and mother, if there are younger children to

care for, She nay have good reason for feeling that the

family structure might be at risk if she did not adopt this
role, If she does not satisfy the father's emotional and

sexual needs, and keep an eye on the household generally, the

resultant stress could mean the eventual breakup of the
family.

2, She displays low self-esteem. Initially the girl may perceive

her father's behaviour as his own way of showing affection,
love and need for his daughter, as indeed it is, but
eventually, whether through the relationship being discovered,

or hearing incest being discussed in a negative light, or

through reading a dismal account of the effects of incest, the

girl is likely to acquire feelings of guilt, These may last

for many years, inhibiting healthy development, though cases

are known where few, if any, bad effects have been noted.

3, She feels a great need for affection, and may be prepared to
go to great lengths in her attempts to obtain it, There may

be a serious conflict here; On the one hand she needs love and

reaches out for it; on the other hand, what is offered to her
may not be the kind of love she wants. This situation is

likely to confuse the child, at least until puberty when the
position may clarify in her mind. It is as if she is trying
to warm her cold body by the fire, but always seems to burn
herself,

distasteful to her, she may develop a seductive manner, the
Where, however, the sexual contact is not

Page 6 The Betrayal of Youth
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Incest

3, WE BROKEN TABOO, by Blair and Rita Justice (Huaan Sciences Press,

Net/ York, I979).

4. 'Forbidden Sexual Behaviour Among Kin; A study of self-selected
respondents', by Carolyn L. Syaonds, Naureen J. Nendoza, and
yUliam C. Harrell (CHILDREN AND SEX: NEH FINDIN6S, NEV

PERSPECTIVES, edited by Larry L. Constantine and Floyd H,
Hartinson, Little, Broun i Co., Boston, 19811,

S. THE BROKEN TABOO (As above),

6. Hany researchers insist that incest must be considered separate
from the issue of paedophilia, 1 entirely endorse this viev,

7. Some other books and articles consulted for this stud,y

INCEST AND HUNAN LOVE, by Robert Stein (The Third Press, Joseph

Okpaku Publishing Co,, Nev York, 19731, THE INVASION OF COHPULSORY
SEX NORALITY, by Hilhela Reich (Souvenir Press, 19721, THE EROTIC

NINORITIES; A SUEDISH VIEV, by Lars Ullerstaa (Calder and Boyars,
London, 1967), THE 0RI6IN OF THE FAHILY, PRIVATE PROPERTY, AND THE
STATE, by Frederick Engels (Pathfinder Press, Neu York, 19721,
RELATED TO SEX, by Claire Rayner (Paddington Press, 1979/Hamlyn
Paperbacks, Hiddlesex, 19801, PORKY, by Deborah Noggach (Jonathan

Cape, 1983), SI6NUND FREUD ON SEXUALITY (Pelican Books, 1977),

SEX UITHOUT SHANE, by Alayne Yates (Naurice Temple Smith, London,
19791, ADULT SEXUAL INTEREST IN CHILDREN, edited by Nark Cook and
Kevin Houells (Academic Press, London, 19811, PATTERNS OF SEXUAL
BEHAVIOUR, by Clellan S. Ford and Frank A, Beach (Eyre and

Spotiisvoode, London, 19S2), PERSPECTIVES ON PAEDOPHILIA, edited
by Brian Taylor (Batsford Academic and Educational, London, 19811,
INCEST; FACT AND NYTH, by Sarah Nelson (Stramullion Co-operative

Ltd,, Edinburgh, 19821,
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'Understanding Incest', by V. B, Pomeroy
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chili:) pornography

& EROXICA

by RICHm 6REEH CDOHINIK')

As I sit at a vindov of ly flat in an obscure tovn in central
Africa, three pubescent boys appear outside and proceed to do sonething
a bit 'naughty

watching, The others then look up laughing, saile and wave to ae, I
reply in kind, sailing and waving, I have instantly becoae a part of

their conspiracy, their secret. As they walk away, they keep looking

back, perhaps hoping to be invited in. Had the saae thing happened in

England, ! hardly think they would have waved at ae, a complete
stranger. The reaction would have been quite different, the alienation

between children and adults being almost total,

After a moment, one of them looks up and sees me

I had the misfortune to be born in England, through no fault of my
own, and 1 would never, by choice, return to live there any more than 1

would choose a penal institution as my domicile, Also, through no fault

of ly own, I am an enthusiastic boylover and have been since I myself
was in the throes of puberty with no~one to teach me about love and sex,
as I so desperately wanted. Since lovers and nurturers of young people
are so despised and unwelcome by officialdom and much of the populace of

that sceptered isle, this explains my anglophobia, It also partly

explains my interest in pictures of youngsters,
relationship being so dangerous, at least pictures are better than

nothing at all. Since the great scare of 1977, however, even plain

pictures of naked youngsters in non-erotic situations have become
dynamite likely to explode in one's face if one doesn't take the most
fastidious care with them.

With a real
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Child Pornography & Erotica

Uhen questioned (interrogated?) by police he brokevith other boys

dovn (the police are quite capable of breaking down young boys) and
adiitted that his 'uncle' had sexually assaulted hin, The article vent
on to adiit that lany of the youngsters "are at the age of being

sexually stiiulated by such pranks, and one thing leads to another,
They are invariably later assaulted by the photographer, but getting
thei to talk about it is a very painstaking job

overvhelning feeling of shaae and guilt,* They probably didn't have
this feeling during the photo session or sex play, but it vas certainly
brought about after hours of police interrogation,

They have an

In January '78, the Festival of Light
it to be an offence to sell or display pornographic laterial to

children, including sex education publications,

exploited the situation to its advantage by 'exposing' certain people

vho had taken soie rather lundane pictures of naked lads, thereby
exposing the boys to public huailiation as veil,

C8) declared that it wanted

The DAILY I1IRR0R

In lore recent tiaes

Conservative governient aade an outburst in parliaaent about certain sex

education books which vere recoaaended by the Health Education Council,

because they did not toe the party line but told the facts instead. For

example. Bent Claesson says
people who treat children tenderly and affectionately.

O) a Hinister of Education under the

< 10)

that "pedophiles are generally kindly

However, the outcoie of all the hysteria and lying vas that

legislation of various sorts was enacted hurriedly in many countries and

states. In the USA, following the shan Congressional Hearing, Bill
HR4572 vas introduced to "aaend the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatient

Act to prohibit the sexual exploitation of children and the

transportation and dissemination of photos or films depicting such

exploitation

hearing when he said that "Children are way down at the bottom of the
list of America's priorities. They (children) care about love and in

this they have a great advantage over adults because if a child is

loved, that child knows it is loved for itself, not its money. They are

Robin Lloyd did get one thing right, though, at the
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Child Pornography i Erotica

too young to vote; too young to have consuiier spending power; too young

to have lobbyists speak for thet, But they are old enough to understand
when they are not wanted, and in their little world, there's nothing so
finally perceived and so finally felt as injustice,*

But what injustice? Who says they are too young to vote or to have

consuier spending power; and why are they too young to have lobbyists
speak for thei? I think this is one thing they vitally need to break
out of, this oppressive protecUonisis,

Interestingly enough, an official body, the Illinois Legislative
Investigation Connittee
creating or distributing child pornography, and it condeined publicity
seekers like Robin Lloyd, Oensen-Cerber, and Father Bruce Ritter for not
docuaenting their charges.

said that there was no organised attenpt at
< 11)

Also, as far back as 1960, the US Congress established a

'Coaiiiission on noxious printed or pictured waterial dealing with acts or
suggestive acts of sexuality, and sexual deviations or perversions, and
the codisission by readers or viewers thereby of criiinal, delinquent, or
other anti-social acts,' One major conclusion was that Congress should

encourage "unprejudiced factual research performed by qualified
scientists,* The Congressional Hearing of 1977 was blatantly quite
oblivious to this recomnendation and listened only to unqualified or

prejudiced exponents,

Britain, of course, followed America with Cyril Townsend's misnamed
Protection of Children Bill, which passed onto the statute book with
hardly an eyebrow raised in objection. The effect of this Act has been
to squelch virtually all publications depicting youngsters,
magazines depicting simple nudity have now been rendered unobtainable in
the UK through legitimate retail outlets. The smug SUN newspaper still
displays buxom sixteen and seventeen year old females on page three,
praising their sexual stimulative power in euphemistic ways while
roundly condemning anyone who shows an interest in someone younger,

Even
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Children's Reaction to Porn

In his book, TO DEPRAVE AND CORRUPT, Alan Burns gives us soae idea

of the effect on Minors of 'guided' exposure to pornography using

inforiation froi people now older, or teenagers on an anecdotal basis,

The inforaation froM these sources indicates that 'Young people are as

capable of putting pornography into a sane perspective in their lives as
are their elders,"

pornography on a faaily

He also describes the effect of exposure to

"In one case it vas possible to lake an actual test on the effect
of pornography in the home by allowing pornographic slides to be

seen, with appropriate discussion by all six nenbers of a family

group, The youngest, a girl of nine, put them in the category of

rude or vulgar, but considered it her rightful privilege as a

member of the family not to have been excluded from seeing them,

Her next oldest sister, thirteen, responded by subsequently being

more confiding in sexual discussions vith her parents, vhereas

previously they had been seriously concerned at losing contact and
not being able to reach her as an adolescent having troubles of

teenage adjustment.

'Visiting vith the family at the time vas a nephev of eleven, He

believed that he vas old enough and responsible enough for this nev

step in his always broad sex education; but he took the step when
he returned home of getting his parents' confirmation that they
approved of it, His uncle and aunt vho had taken vhat vas for them

an essentially experimental step in the dark, were pleased to have

contributed something to the advancement of sexological science,

and to have added yet another increment of confidence and trust in

their relationship vith their children. Their gain had been to

learn a point of viev on pornography vith which to approach their
children. They had rescued their children from the need to adopt a
behind-*the*-scenes, smutty attitude towards pornography and helped
them to viev it scientifically and morally instead. In so doing,
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Child Pornography & Erotica

into trouble had they sought out genuine relationships, Again, child
porn is a poor substitute for the 'real thing', but is better than
nothing for some people,

There is little evidence to shov that child porn incites people to
have sex with children or to violently assault thei, Hy fear is that

with child porn now unavailable, and with penalties for adult/child sex

so horrendously severe, the wore unprincipled and unscrupulous will be
driven still further towards kidnapping and forcing children into sex

against their will, This is a definite possibility. Also clear is that

child porn production will be driven underground and will attract the
criiinal element and non-pedophile.

Constantine'^®’ also, observes that; *Few cofiaentators have

considered whether erotica portraying minors say represent the only
acceptable outlet for the sexual preferences of pedophiles and as such

may be a substitute for actual solestatlon," He adds; 'Uere the sexual

rights of children vigorously defended, pornography would undoubtedly
continue, but its production could be Bade more accessible to policing,*

Of course, erotica portraying children is illegal under the
Protection of Children Act if the pictures are construed by a court as
indecent, The indecisiveness of the word 'indecent' frightens people

away from producing or selling child erotica, 8ut perhaps that is what

society wants these days, , As a boy, I used to wear shorts to school,

and I was aware of how 'sexy' ny legs nust have appeared to some people,
Nowadays, lost English boys cover their legs. It would be interesting

to hear the psychological arguments as to why, Perhaps we shall soon

see English schoolboys draped in black, like Saudi women, not allowed to
expose an inch of their sensuous bodies,

When I have lived in countries where the boys' sexuality is given
relatively free rein, and the lads discover I an a boylover, it is often
the boys who cone looking for me, rather than vice versa

found that when I an in a situation where 1 know I can have a sexual and

emotional relationship at almost any tine, ly need for pictorial

I have also
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stimulation diminishes to next to nothing, In addition, ny sexual urges

are not so frequent or imminent, I have my satisfaction, the boys have

theirs and all are happy, However, in sexually repressive countries, I

find I need to resort to boy pictures very frequently, in order that I
don't have the urge to strike up a friendship with a lad,

Pornographic pictures are not so desperately sought as they once

were; I am usually content with just plain pictures of happy children,

I would imagine, through my contacts with other boylovers, that I am not

uncommon in this respect, However, many years ago, when i was yearning

for sexual contact with boys and never had any, the availability of

pornographic pictures was one of the most important requirements of ny
life, I imagine that child erotica can still serve a useful purpose for
repressed pedophiles who must not allow themselves to enjoy a full and
rewarding relationship, and who have never done so. Perhaps the law

could be revised to allow old child erotica that was produced before all

this new legislation was introduced, to recirculate, and become

available again to those who could benefit from it. Though unlikely,
this is the only solution that I can see in the short term

<2A)
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Penguin Books, Hiddlesex, 1980),

11, Illinois Legislative Investigation Coaaittee report on 'Sexual
Exploitation of Children',

12. TO DEPRAVE AND CORRUPT; TECHNICAL REPORTS OF THE U.S. COHHISSION ON
OBSCENITY AND PQRN06RAPHY, edited by Alan Burns (Davis-Poynter,
London, 1972).

13, Quoted in the Burns study (above),
14. Source; VOHAN'S OUN magazine (London, April 16th, 1977),
IS. P0RN06RAPHY; HEN P0SSESSIN6 fJOHEN, by Andrea Ouorkin (The Voaen's

Press, London, 1981),
16. PORNOGRAPHY AND SILENCE; CULTURE'S REVENGE AGAINST NATURE, by Susan

Griffin (The i/omen's Press, London, 1981),

17. Regarding the feminist criticism that men are aluays the sexual
'aggressors', ve
situation extremely interesting,
PATTERNS OF SEXUAL BEHAVIOUR (Eyre i Spottisuoode, London, 1952)
they say; 'The societies that severely restrict adolescent and
preadolescent sex play, those that enjoin girls to be modest,
retiring and submissive, appear to produce adult momen that are
incapable or at least unvilling to be sexually aggressive,
feminine products of such cultural training are likely to remain
relatively inactive even during marital intercourse. And, quite
often, they do not experience clear-cut sexual orgasm,
contrast, the societies vhich permit or encourage early sex play
usually allov females a greater degree of freedom in seeking sexual

should find Ford 4 Beach's analysis of the
On pp285/6 of their study
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contacts, Under such circumstances the sexual performance of the
mature voman seems to be characterised by a certain degree of

aggression, to include definite and vigorous activity, and to
result regularly in complete and satisfactory orgasm, "

IS, Although ve must vork tovards the type of society vhere the need
for pornography is drastically reduced, me mill never eliminate
either erotica or pornography, since it mill aluays have an

educational and therapeutic value,

IS, PIE unpublished discussion paper, attempting to reach a concise
position on pornography (September, ISSO),

20. In THE A6E FABDO; SAf ME SEmun, PQUER AW CQRSENf, edited by

Daniel Jsang (Alyson Publications, U$A/6ay Hen's Press, London,
}ssn,

21, PEDOPHILIA: WE RADICAL CASE, by lorn Q'Carroll (Peter Oven, London,
ISSO),

22, Dr, Seri Kutchinsky in 'Pornography: Does it cut dovn on Sexual
Crimes? ‘ (UDHAN'S DUN, April JSth, IS77),

23. CHILDREH AND SEX: NEU FINDW6S, HEN PERSPECIIUES, edited by Larry
Constantine and Floyd Hartinson (Little, BrovnhCo,, USA, ISSI),

24. Some other books and articles consulted for this study: UDHEN, SEX

AND FORN06RAPHY, by Beatrice Faust (first pub. by Nelbourne House,
ISSO/reprinted by Penguin Books, Niddlesex, ISSI), OBSCENIIY, by
Beoffrey Robertson (Ueidenfeld & Nicolson, London, IS7S),
PORNDSRAPHr: WE L0N6F0RD REPORT, edited by Lord Longford (Coronet,
London, IS72), THE FAILURE OF THE SEXUAL REVOLUTION, by Seorge
Frankl (Nel Hentor Books, Nev English Library, London, IS75),
UHATEVER HAPPENED TO SEX? by Hary Uhitehouse (Uayland, Sussex,

!$77), 'Looking at Pornography, by S. Blachford (SAY LEFT journal,
No, 6, summer IS7S),

(University of California Press, Berkeley, 1973),
AND THE HEDIA, by H. J. Eysenck S D, K. B. Nias (Temple Smith,
London, 1978). 'Porn, Rape, and Justice', by David Ramsay Steele
(FREE LIFE; THE JOURNAL QF THE LIBERTARIAN ALLIANCE, Vol,3, No.2).

'Porn' (TINE OUT magazine, No.653, Hay Sth'l2th, J9S3), 'Say Porn;
Hen's Images of Hen' (THE LEVELLER, October 30th-November }2th,
1981), 'Pornography; Fantasy, Reality' (old SAY NEUS, No.262),

PORNQSRAPHY, by H. Soldstein S H. Kant
SEX, VIOLENCE,
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Child Prostitution

Constantine ms converted to Christianity in 323, the dooa of the old
order was finally sealed,

As the Roflian eipire began to disintegrate, so the witchhunt against
hoiosexuals and prostitutes intensified, The later Christian Eaperors,
Valentinian and Theodosius

punishable by death, and in the sixth century, the superstitious
Justinian produced two 'novelle' blaning sodoiites for faeines, earth
quakes and pestilences

issues edicts laking honosexuality

(6)

When the Roman empire fell, child prostitution was already well
established in lany Eastern cultures, nurtured once again, by the
existence of a flourishing slave traffic, As in the West, it assumed
many forms and disguises, though rarely did it attract the same degree

of opprobrium, In many areas, in fact, its practitioners were often
revered, and in some parts, this still holds true even to today.

The prostitution of boys was especially common in the medieval

Turkish empire and children were frequently transported great distances
to attend the needs of Turkish nobles and their rulers in the ninth and

tenth centuries. But whereas the ancient Greeks encouraged 'masculine'

attributes, the Turks preferred heavily perfumed 'feminised' boys, a
trait which was not uncommon in the East,

Conquering Turkish armies were followed by slave traders who

rounded up victims destined for the notorious city slave markets. Some

of these youngsters were 'tribute children' kidnapped from various
corners of the empire in lieu of taxes. And after the slave markets
came brothels, and establishments were quickly set up which taught
children, fro# the earliest ages onwards, how to combine sex with

entertainment. It was in this way that dancing/singing boys became
particular favourites, as they were in numerous other Eastern countries.

Islamic poetry and literature of the Middle Ages confirms that
child prostitution was common in the Moslem East, Oe Becker points out

that among the Arabs, in contrast to the ancient Hebrews, “The tendency
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vas towards a greater indulgence and adaptation to the life actually led
by peoples who had been converted to the Hoslea faith/ Indeed, parts
of the Koran were seen by the faithful as 'invitations' to hoio-
sexuality, for Islan was "never obsessed with the sins of the flesh and
was always sensitive to the most varied foras of love and beauty
As literary documents, the RUBAIYAT of Osar KhayySs and the book of THE
THOUSAND AND ONE NI6HTS prove this unequivocally.

B< 7 J

In India and Far Eastern countries such as China and Japan, both

pedophilia and prostitution have ancient roots. Ritualised teaple
prostitution was especially widespread throughout these cultures in the
aediival period, and tesple sculptures still exist which show that
adult/child sex was accepted and coisonplace, Child brothels did not
spring up until such later, however, in the Hosles era,

In the history of ancient China, there was no shortage of eiiperors
who had paid homage to the charas of young boys, The principal reason
for this tolerance was, of course, the Eastern religious beliefs were -
and still are - far «ore accepting of sexual pleasure than Judao-
Christianity, Boy prostitutes called 'Siang Kong' were cherished and
instructed in the arts of singing, diction and bearing; while in Japan,
according to Saikakou Efaara's SPLENDID STORIES OF HQHQSEKUALITY, the
Samurai elevated boylove to a cultural ethic on a par with Breek love,

Though prostitution will always be with us, some of its worst
excesses were, however, contained by the abolition of slavery,
Excluding Italy, Renaissance Europe around the time of the Council of
Trent (sixteenth century) saw practices like homosexuality, pedophilia
and child prostitution go underground, only to reappear briefly before
hastily retreating once more with the emergence of the Puritan rfegime,
As a general rule, though, Western laws against homosexuality and
prostitution remained in force until eased with the influence of the
Encyclopedists and other philosophers of the Enlightenment. Later
still, they were further relaxed by the early nineteenth century
Napoleonic Code, But while the above laws affected the West, we should
remember that Eastern cultures were, by contrast, relatively untouched,
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Child Prostitution

ordered to be kept on the loveients of local children and foreign
tourists. In the crackdown, new regulations cane into force, and in one
or two cases, laws were enacted against the corruption of children by
prostitution

(17)

It seeiis that, through the grapevine and various other sources, an

unscrupulous and/or unthinking element of pedophiles had heard that
children were readily available in such countries - for a price - and
that the locals would turn a blind eye, Thus, an almighty flood of

rich, globetrotting pedophiles descended on these lands paying
youngsters for sex and lavishing expensive gifts on them, seemingly
mindless of the fact that they were now in underprivileged countries,
To make matters worse, many appeared to be insensitive to native customs

and regulations, while others encouraged children to smoke and drink,
and in rarer cases, to take harder drugs,

As early as 1980, two reports by John Stamford in 'Spartacus'
publications warned gays and pedophiles about the likely outcome of this
unthinking behaviour, The articles also highlighted some of the
practices that were taking place and showed how children were reacting
exploitively in return, In one case Stamford cited, we learned of
twenty-six year old Leopoldo, a modern day Filipino Fagin who taught his
boys to rob pidophile tourists of anything they could lay their hands
on, In another, we were told of Hans who went to the Philippines and

promised many of the boys that he would eventually bring them back to
Europe, 'Nothing, of course, has been heard from Hans since," wrote
Stanford rebukingly,

(18)

The situation became further aggravated by interfering Western
journalists, and by one Tim Bond of the Swiss based children's welfare

Terre des Hommes', Bond paid numerous visits toorganisation

countries such as Sri Lanka and the Philippines, finding out what was

happening and submitting his findings to their respective governments
and to the UN. He concluded that once the tourist season was over, or

they became too old for pidophiles, many local children were taking to
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criiie to finance the way of life they had coie to expect while in the
conpany of their high spending tourist friends,

Pidophile tourists who act irresponsiby are probably in the
ainority; but we tend to hear acre about thei because they wake better
news stories, When thinking of this, I am often reminded of football
hooligans, They too are in a ainority but it would be foolish to give
in to demands to ban football itself sisply because of the bad behaviour
of the aindless few. The corollary is this; if we don't want the
innocent to suffer along with the guilty, we shouldn't penalise the
majority for the behaviour of a minority, As pidophiles know to their
cost, however, this is all too often precisely what happens, and it is a
great pity.

Like Bond, Richard fireen (see Chap, 2) has also been privileged to
observe the situation at first hand in such countries. He knows and

adiits that there is a bad side to tourisi, but is equally adamant about
the need to stress its good effects,

referring to Sri Lanka

typical of many,

very much alive;

In an unpublished manuscript

Sreen cites just three examples which are

They prove that genuine concern and kindness are still

*A boy called Nimal was suffering from a bad case of rheumatic fever
until his American tourist friend spent a lot of time and money

taking him to doctors and buying medication to get him cured, He
would probably be suffering today if it were not for this boylover.
An Englishman who stays in Ht, Lavinia befriended a boy called Lyle
who was kicked out of his home, He gave him a place to stay, gave

him work to do, and responded to the boy's need for physical love
and affection. The boy is no longer an outcast, but a responsible
member of Sri Lankan society. A friend of mine receives one

hundred marks from a German professor each month. He showed me the
letter which accompanied the latest payment. The professor pointed
out that it was increasingly difficult to earn money in Germany

these days but that he would continue to send him the hundred marks
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Child Prostitution

right is still withheld fro» children who, as a group, are just about
the only class in society not accorded this freedon, This is a

situation iaposgd on children by adults - whether they like it or not -

and is an extremely effective way of ensuring that they are kept

subservient and powerless; the more so, since without this right, the

way to many other freedoms is also barred,

Children soon learn about the power of money and the things it can

acquire, They see adults with spending power and it is quite natural

that they should desire this too, So when they discover that this is

forbidden to them, to any appreciable degree, it should not surprise us
if they react with resentment, Given such United alternatives and

means of acquiring noney, it is inevitable that some children will turn

to prostitution, For runaways below the age of sixteen, apart from

occasional low paid part-tine jobs, begging or crime, hustling

represents just about the (7/?//other option available,

The search for love, affection and friendship is another important

causative factor, and it is no coincidence, as Rossman says

youngsters seek physical reassurance and affection in young adolescence

when they are at a stage of life when no-one else is hugging them
anymore.

( 21 ) that

Ue mentioned earlier that a large number of child prostitutes

came from deprived or problem families where there was a shortage of
love and affection In girls, for instance, a faulty relationship with
the father resulting in displaced hostility to men later on in life has
often been noticed In consequence, many such children go in search of

love from other adults. But some react differently, as Eustace Chesser
has shown, and instead of sex being used as an expression of love, it is

exploited for gain. Then, the gifts and extra luxuries this brings
become "substitutes for a love that is scorned because it has always
bean out of reach.

» (22 »

In his book, INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGY Alfred Adler suggested a
deeper reason why young people resort to prostitution. He viewed it as
an attempt to cast off unconscious feelings of inferiority. The way in
which modern youngsters experience childhood may be an obvious cause of

(23>
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Child Prostitution

Societies which encourage a ruthless conpetitiveness; which
overe»phasise the value of noney and property as opposed to people,

while still erecting barriers to sexual happiness, are bound to have a

prostitution problei. Since hustling will always be with us, we can, at

best, only hope to niniRise its necessity, One way to achieve this, to

quote the words of FPS oragazine, is to "provide young people with
concrete alternatives,

to hustle, whatever the options, This is beside the point, however.

The iaportant thing is to create ways to reduce the nuBber who, because

of circusstances largely beyond their control, often feel forced to

resort to prostitution, whether they like it or not. But our society

appears unwilling to do this,

«<2S) There will still be those who will choose

MhiLJkihe.Adults Do It?

There are sany who would seek to Bount their high horses and sit in

judgeiient on the len and woiien - usually len - who pay youngsters for

sex, Ue should be wary of such people, for by targetting others as

scapegoats they nay be unconsciously trying to assuage their own guilt

feelings. No-one is perfect and this is sosething we should always bear
in nind before attenpting to judge the behaviour of others. For one

thing, condennation won't solve the problen, and for another, as I

showed at the beginning, the issue is by no means as straightforward as
it seems,

There is a frequent tendency to see things only in terms of black
Thus, when there are shades in-between, we are often

What, for instance, about the lonely old man who
gives children money because he views himself as too old to get sex any
other way? He probably needs to love and be loved just like any of us;

so to make up the deficiency, he foolishly attempts to buy it,
similar story could be told about many of the physically handicapped and
ugly. And what about the legions of clients who make payments as a form
of 'hush' money? It is crucial to realise that, but for the law, many
adults would feel no need to pay children for sex in the first place.

or white

blinkered to then

A
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6. Novella 77, S38 80, and Novella 144, 544 80. '8 history of
hoeophobia, phase 3: The Dark 8ges', by Or. Nictor Norton (S87
N5¥S, London, No. 73). Jhe first date is slightly altered in de
Becker's study (above) ¥here it becomes 536 80.

7. THE OTHEH F8CE OF LOVE (as above).

8. Information from Eberhard & Phyllis Kronhausen, HOLIER - NY SECRET
LIFE U367).

S. THE 86E OF CONSENT: HICT0RI8N PROSTITUTION 8N0 ITS ENENIES, by

Michael Pearson (David i Charles, Devon, 1373).

10. Before ISBS, the female age of consent vas 13.
II. Information from THE CLEVEL8ND STREET SC8ND8L, by H. Montgomery

Hyde (U. H. 811en, London, 1376); LOVE IN E8RNEST; SOME NOTES ON
THE HUES 8ND HRITINSS OF EN6LISH 'UR8NI8N' POETS FROM W83 TO

1330, by Timothy d'8rch Smith (Routledge S Megan Paul, London,
1370); 'The Cleveland Street Scandal', by Roy M. Busby (68Y NEHS,
London, No.740; and 'Royalty in the Brothel, by von Vhiteman

(FORUM magazine, London, Uol.13, No, 7, September 1380),
13. PL8YL8N0; 8 STUDY OF BOY PROSTITUTION (first pub. in the US8 under

title of FOR MONEY OR LOUE, Uanguard Press, Nev York, 1376/British

edition pub, by Blond i Briggs, London i Colchester, 1377).
13. See for instance, PL8YL8N0 above); THE HUM8N 8SPECTS OF SE7U8L

DEmilON (as above); SE7U8L E7PERIENCE BETHEEN MEN 8ND BOYS, by

Or. Seorge Parker Rossman (Maurice Temple Smith, London, 1373); and
BOYS FOR S8LE; 8 S0CIQL06IC8L STUDY OF BOY PROSTITUTION, by Dennis

Drev i Jonathan Drake (Broun Book Co,, Neu York, J363),
14. See for instance, Lloyd's PL8YL8ND, (as above) and Drev i Drake's

BOYS FOR S8LE (as above).

15. 'Street Kids; Nobody's Priority', by Ed Jackson (BODY POLITIC,
Canada, December 1381).

16. 'Child Sexploitation', by Jane McLoughlin (08ILY M8IL, London,

November lOth, 1377).

17. For information, see various issues of PfD0'8LERT-NEHS (The

Coltsfoot Press, 8msterdam, Holland).
IS, 'Rape of the Third Horld-II', by John 0. Stamford (SP8RT8CUS

M8S83INE, No. I, October 1380).
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}S. 'Tourists, Boys, and Sri Lanka; The Other Side of the Coin', by
Richard Sreen, (Unpublished typescript, J9S0.)

20. SOfff BOrS; R HOmEML OOrSSSr, by ffichaeJ Davidson (David Bruce i
Vatson, London).

21 SEML EXPERISRCE BETWEEN REN RND BOYS, by Dr. Beorge Parker
Rcssman (as above).

22. THE HUNAN ASPECTS OF SEKUAL DEVIATION, by Dr, Eustace Chesser (as
above).

INDIVIDUAL PSYCHDLQ6Y, by Dr. Alfred Adler (Kegan Paul, London,
1932).

24. See for instance, Lloyd's PLAYLAND (as above); Rossaan's SEXUAL
EXPERIENCE SETUEEN HEN AND BOYS (as above); and Drev ^ Drake's BOYS
FOR SALE (as above).

25. 'EPS; A Hagaiine of Young People's Liberation' (Spring, 197S,
NYouih Liberation, Net/ York, USA).

26. Soae other books and article consulted for this study; THE EROTIC

TRAVELLER; SIR RICHARD BURTON, edited by Edvard Leigh (the Ortolan
Press, London, 1966). THE 6L0RY OF THE PERFUHED BARDEN; THE
HISSINB FLOUERS; an English translation from the Arabic of the
second and hitherto unpublished part of Shaykh Nafzavi's PERFUHED
BARDEN (Neville Spearman, London, 1975). THE JEUEL IN THE LOTUS; A
HISTORICAL SURVEY OF THE SEXUAL CULTURE OF THE EAST, by Allen

Edvardes (Julian Press, USA, 1959/Bantam Books edition, USA, 1976).
THE CHRYSANTHEHUH AND THE SUORD; PATTERNS OF JAPANESE CULTURE, by

Ruth Benedict (Routledge 4 Kegan Paul, London, 1967), JOHHNy 60
HONE, by Hichael Deakin & John yniis - based on the Yorkshire TV
documentary (Futura Fublications/()uartet Books, London,
'Sexual Offences; Evidence to the Criminal Lav Revision Committee'

(NCCL report, No. 13, 1976). ASAINST OUR HILL; HEN, VOHEN AND RAPE,
by Susan Brovnmiller (Hartin Seeker 5 Uorburg, London,
1975/reprinted by Penguin Books, Hiddlesex, England, 1976). SEXUAL
LIFE IN ANCIENT ROHE, by Otto Kiefer (Beorge Routledge, London,
1938).

(Leonard Smithers,

Hanson, Bristol).
(Ueidenfeld 4 Nicolson, London,

23.

1976).

A PRDBLEH IN 6REEK ETHICS, by John Addington Symonds
1896/originaIly pub. in IS83 by Ballantyne &

THE BREEK EXPERIENCE, by Haurice Bovra
1957/Cardinal, Sphere Books,
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London, JS73), LOVE IN miENJ 6HEECE, by Robert FUcelidre -

Irons, from the French by Jomes Cleugh (Frederick duller, London,
1962), 6REEK LOVE, by J, Z, Egiinton (Neville Spearnan, London,
!97!), mEN yORKlNS; PR0ST17UT10N NON, by Eileen NcLeod (Croo»

HelB, London, 1982). FH8LLQS; 8 SrNBOL 8ND ITS HISTORY IN THE H8LE
VORLO, by Thorkil Vanggaard (Jonathan Cape, London, 1972). ‘Boys
for Sale in Nev York; 811 Prices, 811 8ges' (68Y NEBS, London,
No, 18). 'The Jeremy Sandford Dossier on the 8ge of Consent' (SON
newspaper, London, February ISth-ISth,

Homophobia; Stages 1-4', by Dr, Rictor Norton (68Y NEOS, Nos.64,
68, 73 i 87).
INTERN8T10N8L1ST magazine, June 1979),

Tunisia, a not-so-6ay Holiday Buide
'Boylove in the Far East', by Jameson Donald (S8Y SONSHINE Journal,
0S8, Vinter 1979). ‘Kalos; On Break Love', edited by J. Z.
Egiinton ( No,I, spring 1976), KEVIN, by Oallace Hamilton (St,
Nartin's Press, Nev York, 1980),
Ohite (E. P, Dutton, 0S8, 1982/Picador-Pan, London, 1983), SDC18L
OORK 8ND SEX08L CDNDOCT, by John Hart (Routledge S Kegan Paul,
London, 1979). THE INVISIBLE CHILDREN; CHILD PROSTITUTION IN
8NER1C8, BERN8NY 8ND BR1T81N, by Bitta Sereny (8ndrd Deutsch,
1984), THE SIN OF SODON; THE BRE8TEST SC8ND8L IN CHRISTENDDN, by

Don Smith (()uantum Jump, London, 1978),

1977). ‘8 History of

'Special Children's Issue, No,76' (NEO
'The Boys in the Sand;

(B8Y NEBS, London, No, 29).

8 BOY'S DON STORY, by Edmund
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by LIZ HDLIDfi and KAIHr CmUIS

Cue to objections raised prior to distribution of this book, ve vere

obliged to remove the edited version of this chapter and substitute the
original text as submitted. Ife apologise to our readers for the
interrupted consistency, and the loss of quality incurred by this
change,

The accompanying notes and references mere not supplied by the authors.
-ed

Clarity of coMunication is of vital importance in any

relationship, and the messages and signals ve give out and receive help
us to understand one another and each other's wants and needs, All too

often misunderstandings take place - in any relationship - when signals
are misread or ignored, Discussions of sexual relationships between
adults and children often fail to look at this crucial issue,

Part of the pedophile case is that it is often children who
Initiate a sexual relationship with an adult, This is an assumption I

am very very wary of. Children do, yes, initiate physical contact. All

of us need physical contact and kids have less inhibitions about
expressing that need. But I'd like to draw a parallel to make my point:
as a woman, I have several times beei< in the situation where I have
wanted to show physical warmth to a male friend; my cuddle gets

interpreted as a sexual advance, and 1 find myself under quite a lot of
pressure to accept a sexual relationship when that's not at all what I

wanted. It happens more often the other way, of course - I repress my
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want for physical affection because I know it'll probably be taken

sexually,

What I'n trying to say is that ve have to be very, very careful
when we say that children sake sexual advances to adults, It is all too
easy for an adult to choose to believe a child wants sex, to choose to

interpret a cuddle as a sexual advance, when it suits hin/her (usually

And to do this is to exploit in the nost serious way our position
of authority as adults. And to exploit the trust that child has in us,

for most children if they trust us will be willing to go along with what
we suggest, because they trust our judgement and that we have their best
interests at heart.

him)

At this point in an adult/child relationship, the differences of

gender play, I feel, an important role, In our culture, women are

'allowed' to show affection in physical ways, particularly towards

children, So, for women, a cuddle is more likely to be a cuddle, full

stop, Whereas for men, cuddling is often only 'allowed' as part of sex;

it's something you only do with a wife, girlfriend, or someone you're
hassling in a pub, So for men it can be quite difficult to have a
cuddle without all the sexual associations.

children model

themselves on the adults around then, and so naturally a girl child will

see that cuddling and hugging is all right for girls and women to do,
while the boy child will learn the same inhibitions over physical
expressiveness as he sees in the men he knows,
situation where a boy child will wrestle or play sex when he really
wants a cuddle but feels it's cissy; and a girl child will be more
openly expressive of her affection, but the hugs she gives may be

responded to sexually by the men she knows.

This same difference applies to children too;

This leads to the

Girls learn that other people are more likely to be right than they

Lack of self confidence is almost universal in girls and women,

and is very important in understanding how women are kept in their

place, Thus a girl is likely to be much more easily persuaded (that

are
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6ender Differences

the exploitation, and doing this iiiU go a lot deeper than simply
passing or repealing a lav, Legislation won't renove oppression, Ue
need to listen to children and alter our oppressive behaviour, When «e

support children's moves towards autonomy, we must be sure we are

supporting what ^Ae/want, not something that wvant, That's why it's
particularly difficult for pedophiles to call for the sexual liberation

of children and be taken seriously,

Here, we can draw a parallel with the women's movement - what women

do not need is men speaking on their behalf, but rather that men

recognise their own oppressive attitudes to women, And similarly, we as

adults should not be trying to tell children how to liberate themselves,
but looking honestly at the ways we contribute to children's oppression

and working to eradicate violence and exploitation at all levels of

society.
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Sender Differences

mm AND REFERENCES

I, yhsn ve spsik of 'ihs foaily' t/e include in this respect not just
parents, hut grandparents, sisters and brothers, uncles and aunts,
nephews and nieces, etc. In this context, see for instance, 'The
State of California Sexual Deviation Research IDept, of flental

Hygiene! Study' (CR., January 19S3); SSmt OFFENCES, by L.
Fadzinovicz (Nacsillan, London, 1957); and P, Sebhard's SEX

OFFENDERS; ON ONOLYSIS OF TYPES (Harper-Hoeber, New York, 1965).
2. Some other books and features referred to for this chapter, and

recommended further reading on the areas discussed; 'Childhood',
by Judy Sreenaway (PENCE NEVS, Nottingham, November !8th, 1977),
PENCE NEOS editorial (October 27th, 1983). THE 6NY-LESBINN NLNNNNC
(Jonathan Ned Katz, Harper & Row, New York, 1983), PSYCHONNNLYSIS
NND FENINISN, by Juliet Nitchell (Penguin, Niddlesex, 1975). ‘The
Naking of the Feminine', by Ros Coward (CHNN6IN6 CHILDHOOD, ed. by
Nartin Hoyles, Hriters 5 Readers Publishing Co-operative, London,
1979). SEXONL SI6NNT0RES, by J. Honey & P. Tucker (iittle. Brown &
Co., Boston, 1975). THE DINLECTIC OF SEX, by Shulamith Firestone

(Paladin, London, 1971). HNLE NND FEHNLE, by Hargaret Head
(Penguin-Pelican, Hiddlesex, 1962 - orig. pub. in the USN, 1949).
SEXONL POLITICS, by Kate Hillett (Nbacus, 1972). THE NOTHORITNRINN
FNHILY, by T. V. Ndorno et al (Norton, New York, 1989), OOICES OF
THE NEi/ FEHINISH, ed. by H. L. Thompson (Beacon Press, Boston,
1970). THE PSYCHDL06Y OF SEX DIFFERENCES, by E. E. Haccobby & C.

N. Jacklin (Stanford University Press, (974). THE POLITICS OF
OOHEN'S LIBERNTION, by J. Freeman (D. HcKay, New York, (975).
BENDER NND CULTURE; KIBBUTZ UQHEN REVISITED, by Helford E. Spiro

(Schocken Books, New York, (980). JUST LIKE N 6IRL; HQU 61RLS

LENRN TO BE UOHEN, by Sue Sharp (Pelican-Penguin, Hiddlesex, 1978).
6IRLS NND BOYS; THE LIHITS OF NON-SEXIST CHILD RENRIN6, by Sara

Stein (Chatto 5 Uindus/The Hogarth Press, London, 1984).
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Power and Consent

It was a long talk and difficult After about fifteen Rinutes, he

admitted he had stood next to the boy and tried to touch his cock, When

the boy aoved, he followed,

At this point, I told hifii: "There are other people like yourself -
people who are attracted to children and adolescents,"

Oh no he said, "rBi not like that; I'm not a fucking pervert!

In ly book, it's perverted to force your attentions on a child who

isn't interested in you and is frightened by you, I told him so.

ilhat does it matter, squire?" he replied, He's only black

^ ?

Sitting in the back garden of the Ship and Whale on a cool summer

night, the conversation turns round to pedophilia, hy friend Jane is

passionately against it, "Of course it's exploitive," she explodes,

"Children are trained to please adults, They let adults fiddle with

them because it's what the adults want and they don't know how to say

no, Little girls aren't taught how to say no, They're not taught about
sexuality at all
situation?"

How can you have equal relationships in that

It seemed very remote from my time with,,,, well, let's call him

Saleem, Saleem was thirteen when I met him, small for his age and thin,

with the uncertain, ingratiating smile of someone who is used to being
clobbered both physically and emotionally. His whole manner seemed to

scream out, 'Like me, please,' and to expect the opposite,

I did like him; his gentleness, so unusual in my experience of

thirteen year old boys; his hesitance; his flickering, dazzling smile;

his underlying stubbornness for all his uncertainty; his freedom.
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Power and Consent

He cane into ti/ house in the vake of Aden, who was living there,
and Marilyn. The three of then had spent the sumer doing the rounds of
the free pop festivals which still flourish in Britain despite the
dilate and the harsh winds of lonetarisi, Fron these hippy
institutions which refuse to die, he had filled his head with ideas

about expanded consciousness, peace and love; ideas which he found hard

to share with ne because he thought I'd laugh at hii.
conteiBporaries certainly did,

His

Hy house represented an escape froa hoie - an overworked lother and

four children in a three-bedrooied, crunbling council flat - and froi

school, which he hardly ever went to, though he read everything he could

lay his hands on, slowly, painfully, and doggedly, It seeiied logical he
should cone to live with us,

I went about it carefully, I talked to his eother, a caring wonan
but bowed with exhaustion, She cane to tea to see the house, and
approved, Ke was allowed to nove in on condition that I nade sure he

went to school,

It was Marilyn who pushed us into a physical relationship, I had

held back, scared witless by thoughts of under-age sex, and unsure of

whether Saleen nerely craved ny approval,

"Uhen are you going to get it together with Saleen?" Marilyn asked,

"He fancies you something rotten. He keeps talking about you - of
course, I . d never dare say."

find so, after a bottle of cider, I invited him with pounding heart

to share ny bed. It remains one of the most vivid experiences of ny
life

fit the tine, 1 was working in a job which required a suit. In the

nornings we'd both put on our drag; ne, a loth-eaten old Burton's

pinstripe; Saleen, his crumpled and stained school blazer several sizes

too snail (he'd started growing rapidly), On the bus we'd sit silently
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Po«r and Consent

The question never arose throughout the rest of the caip,

turned ey back on any kind of gay experience for the next seven years.

I had

titti

In our street there roaas a gang of children,
sound rather nore sinister than they are, because they are really quite

sisail - eight to twelve year olds - and not very organised. However,
they know we are a gay household (it says so on the door), and they
follow US down the street with reaarks like *You a bender, then?* and

"She's a lezzie, she's a lezzie,"

Gang' lakes thea

We reply with lines like, "Takes one to know one" and "Oo your
flies up, your brains eight fall out!" Hardly the last word in wit, but

a way of defusing the situation and waking the gang laugh at its
leaders.

Interestingly, the black youngsters are lore disposed to
friendliness; Ue share an interest in cats, and they are also gradually

seeing the connections between the tens 'bender' and 'nig-nog', It is
the white kids who still sit in the wrecks of abandoned cars, flicking

snail stones and calling insults after us, Ironically, the word they
lost favour is the Vest Indian slang, 'battyian'. It's people like

these who give pedophilia a bad naie,

t % t t t

There's this policeian cycling along a country lane, and he cones

across a car hidden anong the trees.

"Hallo, hallo, hallo,
his torch and shines it into the car.

he thinks, and gets off his bike, reioves

There are two young len sitting in the front, stark naked. One of
then is reading the paper on his lap and the other is writing a letter.
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Pover and Consent

Actually, he wasn't a real uncle but a friend of ay aother froa her
wartiae days in the yPAF, He used to coae over for coffee every Sunday
aorning,

The thing that fascinated me was his hair; so shiny, so straight,

As he sat and talked, I'd sneak up behind hia and play barbers, snipping

with iaaginary scissors,

"Stop bothering Uncle George," ay aother would say, But he took it

very well, flaybe he even liked it, but ! don't reaeiber, I don't think

I really cared whether he was enjoying it or not; I never asked for his
consent,

But Uncle George's greatest glory was his lotorbike; a resplendent
red Ariel on which he sonetiaes took se to church parade, when I

couldn't get out of going, It was worth the hour of boredoa for the

five ainutes of ecstasy.

I have no way of categorising ay feelings on the back of that Ariel

as we sped up the Great North Road to the church, If they were sexual,

I didn't have the language to describe thea then, Uhat I do reaeiber

was a sense of surrendering to soae aighty power as the bike roared

underneath ne, I reaeiber an exhilarating terror as trees flashed past

and thundering lorries dwarfed us, I reneaber a sense of exposure and

the coiforting feel of Uncle George's old flying jacket which still,

after fifteen years, sielt of sheep, I reaeiber laying ay head against

a wan, broad back, and thinking 'I want to stay here forever',

i t X t %

I have no hesitation in saying that ly feeling for David Morrell

was sexual, Ue used to walk hone every day from ny pre-prep school, and
he would cone into ny house for a glass of nilk and great slabs of angel

cake. My mother never got hone from work till gone five, so we could do
what we liked. Mostly we read conics and had pillow fights,
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Power and Consent

One day we were having just such a pillow fight on «y bed, both
aliost hysterical with laughter, when David suddenly fell back and gave
in, panting, I looked down on hin, still hiccuping with laughter, and

suddenly the blood rushed to ny face; I felt dizzy, With a roaring
pounding in ay ears, I bent over and kissed hia with little darting
kisses all over his face and aouth,

His giggles stopped. He pushed ae off as if I was stifling hia, 1
rolled off the bed, He wiped his aouth as if he'd been fed neat
austard,

"Don't ever do that," he said That's filthy!"

We were just eight years old

I don't know whoa he told or how it got back to the school, but the

next day I was suaaoned to see ay fora Raster, Hr. fialcon,

Balcon's favourite punishaent was getting boys to strip naked after
gaaes and beating thea with a ruler under the cold showers. He aarried

aatron and they left to set up a sanitoriua for elderly invalids,)

(Hr

I was told that I austn't see David again - I austn't speak to
hia, even. We were 'a bad influence' on each other. Our desks were

aoved so that I was right up the front, while David remained at the

back. For days I was followed round the playground by hawk-eyed staff.
I kicked stones, watched David playing and felt miserable. Later, I
decided to tunnel to Australia, but when other boys joined in this great
task David wasn't among thei, I knew it had something to do with those
kisses,

titti

Jason was six years old, the son of a lesbian friend of iine

was an outgoing child, used to meeting strangers and talking to them as
equals

making models, and being cuddled. He liked the company of gay men, but

He

He was loving, affectionate, and enjoyed reading, painting,
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Power and Consent

The adults I was drawn to came fron outside the faeily, Within it,

familiarity bred, if not contempt, a lack of illusion, and illusion was
the essence of what I found attractive. Uncle Seorge - the winged

Mercury, a privileged free spirit on his bright red motorbike, who
flashed across ly drab sky lighting it up once a week - offered
adventure and difference.

The Position of Children and Adolescents Within the Family

The nuclear family is a centripetal force, drawing attention,
affection and energy into it. It demands loyalty, commitment of blood
beyond mere like or love; it trains and expects its denizens to repeat
its form. That is why it's such a convenient social cohesive force.

Sexuality, however, is centrifugal. Blake's chariot of fire whirls
one off on journeys of discovery one would otherwise be too timid, too
self-regarding to undertake, It is quick, curious, anarchic,
'irresponsible'. No wonder, then, that a money society, geared to rigid
economic patterns of production and consumption, should find it so
threatening. It can't be converted to an entry on a balance sheet.

It is important to appreciate the extent to which pedophiles touch
an exposed nerve in our society before we can let the steam cool and
begin to look at the underlying issues calmly. To do this, we have to
ask the question; 'Why should society need this myth of 'protecting'
childhood 'innocence', to the extent of flying in the face of all

objective evidence so completely?'

The answer is partly economic, partly social, and partly political,
The argument runs as follows; By creating this special protected

category, we have a reason for the nuclear family to exist and propagate
itself, We have a role for women as nurturers which effectively keeps
then shackled to the hone and in an inferior economic position. We have

a role for men as breadwinners and providers which keeps then geared to

treadmill jobs, yet reassures then that this is the 'manly' thing to do,
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Power and Consent

Sex roles are as luch, if not lore, geared to the rearing of children as

to relationships between len and woien as such.

As the woien's loveient nakes acre inroads into adult life, and

woien question their function within narriage, the position of children
becones lore iiportant, They are society's last prop and defence of its
central social and econoiic institution

children, they would probably say soiething very different from what the

nainstream of society wanted to hear, it is vital to keep then both
powerless and silent,

Since, if we listened to

There are those feminists who see the pedophile movement as an

attempt to extend male power into one of the few spheres where women

have influence and importance - as mothers shaping their children
is important to stress that such power in this society is delegated by
'straight' men, and women as mothers are in much the same position as

prefects at a school; set by their rulers in a position of limited
authority over others similarly oppressed,

It

In the face of this, and the fact that the vast majority of resl
child abuse is committed by straight men who are known to the victims

and who pass as entirely normal; and that this goes unreported to the
police - often accepted, indeed, as part of family life - one can only
conclude that this noral/legal system, supposedly designed to protect
childhood innocence

privilege.

is in fact designed to protect adult male

The issue on which most discussion of pedophilia centres - where
people are prepared to discuss it at all - is that of 'consent': How,
if at all, can a child give meaningful consent? I find this sudden
concern with the child's right to say yes or no deeply suspicious,
confined as it is so thoroughly to the narrow area of sexual activity,
Few bother to ask children's consent to much else, Nobody asks them

whether they want to go to school; if they want fifty pence or five
pounds pocket money, or if they'd prefer to have a job to earn money;
whether they want to go to bed at 8pm or get up at 7am,
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Power and Consent

legally and econoikally their parents' property have every right to

have chips on their shoulders and to feel that everyone is against then,

The runaways reported daily in the papers are seen as at best confused,

at worst, gratuitously hurting their parents, Many seeift unable to grasp

that the act of running away may, to the child, be a way of escaping
fro» an intolerably oppressive situation,

Parents, because of their autocratic power, their exclusive rights,

and dubious motives of self-aggrandiseaent which lie behind the decision

to have and rear children, are in many ways the group least fitted to be

entrusted with the task of child-raising.

Power Stripping and Its Effects

Gay and women's liberation elements in opposition to these

structures of dominance place, as the primary objective, the non-

exploitive relationship of equals. But the relationship of equals must

mean the relationship of equal individuals, not of classes, Otherwise,

one would have to rule out all heterosexual relationships on theoretical

grounds because of the socio-economic inequality of women to men.
Likewise, relationships between members of different races; between the

able-bodied and the disabled; between people of different classes or

income brackets. The only tenable relationships would be between clones
from precisely the same point in the scale of advantage, Even here

there are problems, since at different times in any relationship, the

participants will have different needs and feel varying levels of desire
and commitment. Affection itself confers power, and power flickers

backwards and forwards within a relationship like a charge of
electricity, At what point, therefore, do we have the right, from a

theoretical standpoint, to descend on the real, live, seesawing couple
and say, 'This is unacceptable!'

No, the criterion by which any relationship should be judged - if
judgement is appropriate - is the extent to which it transcends the

inherent inequalities which arise from the backgrounds and circumstances

of the people involved, and how hard the individuals are prepared to
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Power and Consent

of sarriage and family, By taking this despised tern of social

rejection and eabracing it, I am turning it into a personal source of
strength,

The notable thing about the child lolester at the Rio was his

refusal to think of hinself as anything but straight
'pervert'; he wasn't 'like that', He was a heterosexual claining what

was his by right of sinply wanting it,

He wasn't a

r# sure that when the assailants of the Brighton boy are caught
(if they are), they too will say that they are straight; that they are
not like that,

privilege which justified his taking anything he wanted.

15>

hy child molester clung to his label as an armour of

Uhen the Brighton case first came to light, homosexual's were quick

to point out that 'no gay could have done it
boylover could have done it either,

Hore to the point, no

Pedophiles who define themselves as such are giving up their power

in an immediate and dramatic way. Those who put this label around their
necks are not proclaiming 'their right to take children as they wish',

They are bringing their sexuality and that of the children they relate

to into the forefront of debate, and they are placing themselves in the
category of the most despised and powerless in our culture,

Look at the PIE members who were trailed by private detectives, who

had their phones tapped by the police, whose addresses were listed and

houses photographed in national newspapers so that their neighbours

broke up their homes and formed lynch mobs; who were forced to change

names, jobs and identities after show trials; who were jeered at and

spat upon by passers-by; whose very existence was a provocation

justifying assault in the eyes of the judiciary.
(6 >

The person who publicly embraces the label padophile is laying

himself/herself open to all this. It is a step in a terrifying chasm of
loneliness and violence, so big and so dark that only the very strongest
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Power and Consent

In this respect, gay pidophiles tend to be different fron straight
pedophiles, in that their experience of the oppression of gays is uore

likely to open their eyes to the issues involved. Straight nale
pedophiles, however, night well be more prone to take the naive view, 'I
think little girls are wonderful, therefore 1 wouldn't har« then, so
everything is all right,'

Say pedophiles can also claiis a special significance for gay
children, in that it is possible for then to snooth the way for a young
gay person by introducing him/her to the idea that '6ay is good'; to gay
experience and lifestyles, at an age when any meaningful information on
the subject is systematically denied then,

Remembering Ooiinic and his hunger for gay contact, and comparing
his resolution with *y own woefully lacking experience at the same age,
I cannot resist drawing the conclusion that what I really needed at the
time was a nice pedophile,

The Confusion Over Sexuality and Its 'Meanings

The context of a relationship not only includes matters of gender,
race and class, it also involves the varied and contradictory

One of the most perniciousmythologies attached to sexuality itself,
social constructs within which we live is that which is built around the

'specialness' of sex, logically, there is absolutely no reason why sex
should not be a pleasure, an art of the order of conversation or

gastronomy, 8ut no, in this post-Christian culture we still retain the

rags and tatters of a religious morality which insists that we invest it

with meanings; except that there is no common agreement as to what the
meanings are,

In general, the meanings lead in two different directions. On the

one hand, they are an assertion of identity and personal worth, Most

commonly, these notions cluster around the male experience of casual
sex, and they are seen at their most blatant in the 'conquest'
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Power and Consent

fis usual, the leanings we ascribe to words are part of our
strategies, whether they be strategies of politics or strategies of
survival. Seeking as 1 do the incorporation of children's and
pedophiles' liberation into the broad alliance of the sexual left, I
prefer to use the word sexual in its widest sense. However, I recognise
that words do not have absolute leanings, It is therefore iiportant to

be aware of the differences of leanings as a first step towards talking
to one another in a language we can all accept,

Fop pedophiles, it is especially iiportant to be aware of the

'leanings' of sexuality, since the potential for exploitation is high.
So is the potential for simple lisunderstandings. I wrote of the

difficulty of labelling ly feelings for Uncle George as sexual, and

there is a real problem in the different meanings that children and
adults ascribe to sexual acts,

It should by now be clear that I am extreiely reluctant to

generalise, preferring always to look at individual and personal
experiences. Judging by ly own experiences, 1 would say that lost

children I have let do not see sexual activity as different in kind froi

other physical activities until they have absorbed the social constructs

around thea. They are less likely to see it as projecting into the

future or arising from a past, They are also much less likely to think

of it purely in tens of genital sex, save where that involves the

exploration of unencountered phenomena, preferring instead to associate
it with warmth, physical contact, reassurance, and/or pure sensuality,

The adult, on the other hand, is luch more likely to be conditioned

to focussing on orgasm; also, to take physical contact to lean a certain

kind of relationship which projects into the future,

It is this disparity between meanings which lakes pidophilic
erotica disturbing. The dichotomy is nowhere so complete as in the

situation where an adult masturbates over a picture of a grinning child
who may be totally unaware of the purpose to which his/her picture may
be put, The very appeal of the iaage is in the lack of artifice or pose
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Power and Consent

sonething done to you', As a nodel for huian relations this is woefully
inadequate,

aeaningful
consent' - which both pedophiles and others who are seriously concerned

with sexual law refori are currently engaged in - stalks the sane,

though often erroneous isage, of the adult as initiator and the child as
follower,

Yet behind all the discussions of what constitutes

(8)

The inage is enbedded in the language.

I feel we could nore usefully invent another, nore adequate concept

which I will call 'awareness of significance' (cluisy I know, but i

can't think of anything nore catchy), By this concept I nean an ability

to put oneself in another's shoes; to know then well enough to judge

likely reactions to and inplications of any given act an individual

performs, coupled with a desire for the other's respect, affection or

love. As a concept, this has the advantage of switching the focus away
from the child and towards the adult in a pzdophilic relationship. It

puts the onus on the adult to demonstrate a quality, rather than on the

child to have performed a fine, legalistic, and often superficially
misleading act,

Some Final Thoughts

The women's movement in the early 1970s took a very crucial step

when is espoused the cause of lesbian liberation, It recognised that

lesbians were not some kind of lunatic fringe, but represented a

distillation of all women's struggles for autonomy; for their right to
live independently of men, I believe that children's liberation
represents a similar distillation, in that it represents the right of

all of us to grow up free of the distortions, repressions, lies, and

violence which we find we have to spend so many years to overcome. The
voices that utter the demands of children's liberation are those of

children themselves; of those who retain the clearest images of their
childhood,
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Pidophiles have a great claim to be in the forefront of that

struggle, but general acceptance by other liberationist movements must
be dependent on their ability to talk in the same language, to share the

It must involve a willingness to step aside to let
It must involve campaigning for

same concerns

children speak for themselves
children's other rights to control over their own bodies (no more
incarceration for the so-called 'problem children', or care orders which
ignore the wishes of the child, etc,); the right to independent
financial resources It must involve campaigning not just for the
abolition of ages of consent laws, but enforcement of existing laws

against violent assault, and finding ways in which children can
complain, off their own bat, about assaults within the family, and have
those complaints taken seriously.

host people would agree that at best ages of consent laws are
arbitrary; to some - like the coiner of the policeman joke in section
one of this chapter - they are merely ridiculous;'®’ to others they are

necessary evils which require judicial flexibility, To me they are
intensely damaging, as the children who are subjected to medical
examination by police doctors (far more akin to rape than the original
'assault') are much more likely to be traumatised by that experience

than by the original sexual act

most 'real' offences are never reported; and doubly ineffective because
there is no evidence that the incarceration of 'sex offenders' has any
effect whatsoever on their desire to have contact with children.

< lO)

They are also ineffective in that

(113

If, then, we conclude that the criminal law is a totally
inappropriate instrument to deal with the sphere of consensual
relations, we are still left with important questions unanswered as to

what to put in its place, Ue still need general agreement as to what
constitutes 'awareness of significance'.

There will also be those who transgress the bounds of that

agreement, How are they to be found out? How can children obtain a

real voice? And how does society deal with those who overstep the mark?
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Power and Consent

MOTES AWD REFERENCES

/, The Hopi, for instance. The masturbation of children by adults, or
fondling of their genitals is, or used to be, quite common in other
societies too. See, for example, il. Davenport's 'Sexual Patterns
in a South-Hest Pacific Society' (SPXOHL BEHfWIOUR, by F, P. Beach,
i/iley, Neu Tork, 1S6S), and Hargaret Head (COHW6 OF PSE IN SPNOP,
first pub, in l92B/reprinted in Peguin Books, JS43).

2. Recording to J. V. Nohr, B. E. Turner and N. B. Jerry in their
famous study, PEOQPHILIP PND EXHIBITIONISN (University of Toronto
Press, Canada, 19641, ¥hen parental warnings about the risks of
talking to strangers are overstressed, this can have a "substantial
harmful effect in instilling a paranoid attitude in a child, "

S. STPTES OF DESIRE, by Edmund Bhite,

4. On the effects of sexual repression generally, see the vorks of
Bilhelm Reich, especially THE FUNCTION OF THE 0R6PSN (Orgone
Institute Press, I94S1, and THE SEXUPL REODLUTION (Vision Press,
London, I9SI), In his thesis 'Body Pleasure and the Origins of
Uioience' (BULLETIN OF THE PTONIC SCIENTISTS, November 19751, James

y. Prescott, vho did a cross-cultural examination of many

societies, vent so far as to suggest that sexual/sensual
deprivation in childhood often leads to violent behavioural traits,
patterns of crime, and the type of conditions in vhich vars thrive.
He found that in sexually permissive societies vhich alloved

youngsters a certain sexual freedom, the rates of violence and
crime vere much lover than in sexually restrictive cultures,

5. This assault, vhich took place on Pugust 14th, 1983, vas

perpetrated by three men and led to a general pedophile vitchhunt
vhich tried to implicate PIE, though the organisation had nothing
to do vith it.

6. Pt the hearing of a voman vho vas charged vith breach of the peace
after she had admitted trying assault PIE members at their
committal on incitement charges, the magistrate. Nr. Jack Taylor,
said that in his opinion, ‘she vas provoked," (The SUN, London,
September 10th, J9831

7. STPTES OF DESIRE by Edmund Uhite,
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8. That children do often initiate sexual contacts vith adults is

confirmed by aany studies, including those of Karl gbrahaa and 0.
Reifen, 'The Experiencing of Sexual Traumas as a Form of Sexual

minty' (SELECTED PAPERS OF KARL ABRAHAR, Hogarth Press, London,
1949), and 'The Child as a Victim of Sexual Offence' (BRITISH

JOURNAL OF PSYCHIATRIC SOCIAL HORK, M.4, 1958), respectively.
Ages of consent lavs are also highly contradictory,
hand, the lav refuses to accept children's sexuality or their right
to consent, uhile on the other, it claims that children in England
can be deemed guilty of indecent assault if they are 14 or over,
and in Scotland if they are 8 or over (the Sexual Offences Acts,
19S6 <f 1976, and the Sexual Offences - Scotland - Act, 1976), Horn,
if this is not the perfect example of having one's cake and eating
it, then mhat is?

In a letter published in the TIMES nesvspaper (London, February
J6th, 1978), Dr. A. P. HcEldouney, vho vas for tventy-five years

the Metropolitan Police Surgeon, said, ‘It vas alvays my conviction

that far more harm vas done by repeated questioning by parents,
police and myself, and by subsequent examination, than by the act
itself, vhich if left alone the child mould soon have forgotten. ‘

Rates of recidivism among pedophiles, and particularly homosexual
pedophiles, jump dramatically after a first offence,
convicted pedophiles are far more likely
(Information: J. i). Mohr et al, as above.)

9. On the one

10.

//,

Thus,
to re-offend.

Page 92 Betrayal of Youth



T WO

1 1slx:l^cdu ^



^^ “t ^ 3T-

LOVE AND LET LOVE

lUPPY OVENS in ccnyerss-tinn vith TON O'mPOLL

Juppy D¥sns is bsst kno¥U as the editor/publisher of THE SEX NPNIPC'S
OIPRY, an invaluable source of information for people vith practically
every knovn variety of sexual enthusiasm, In the diary, both PIE and
pedophilia have received honourable mentions, and at the height of the
silly-'season hysteria in J3S3, vhen Seoffrey Dickens, HP, and the
tabloid press vere clamouring for the abolition of FIE, Ns, Ovens calmly
reminded listeners to an LBC phone-in debate on pedophilia that

children, including girls, have sexual feelings too, and suggested that

adults can figure positively in their erotic lives. Ve nov catch her in
conversation vith Tom O'Carroll, the former leader of PIE, vho put the

folloving questions to her for this book. -ed.

I Children's sexuality has to be accepted in any complete viev of
sex, it seems to me, Can you remember experiencing sexual feelings
yourself in childhood?

fl. Yes, right froB i»y very earliest aemories of childhood. I reraesiber

a big boy, when I was very tiny, sitting in a chair, I thought I'd

love to kiss hiti, but I couldn't reach that high. So I told lay

parents in the hope of being lifted up, but they just fell about

laughing, I knew then that 1 wasn't going to get a kiss and 1
thought it was a bit of a swizz.

Vhen you vere pre-teen, did you fantasise relationships vith big
grovn men, boys your ovn age, or vhat?
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pUy house' in ty bed where 1
There was no sex, though,

A. Vhen at junior school, I had a

iiagined I lived with several boys
because I didn't know what it was.

9, ytisn ws your first sexuil expsrience?

I went on a bed with a Hungarian aged twenty-one when 1 was about

eleven, but the trouble was he didn't seen to be able to find
anything to do with ne, So although I would have liked to try it,
I never in fact succeeded in getting into a developed sexual
contact when I was a child, Arguably, if I had done, it night all
have turned out disastrously and I night have grown up with a

completely different attitude to sex,

possibility, but it strikes ne as unlikely,

A.

I can't deny that

t Not all tfoeen are as sexually enthusiastic as yourself, either in
adulthood or as children. Vhat vould you say to those ¥ho night

seek to vrite your experience off as wholly unrepresentati\'e?

I thought you sight ask «e something like that, so I did a little
survey of ny own last night at a women's discussion group on sex,

Apart from some reports that they lasturbated on their own in
childhood and played sex games with others in their own age group,

six of the nine women there said that as children they had

experienced strong attractions towards adults, and in three cases
these were remembered as specifically sexual feelings, One of the
women had been attracted to other girls, but not to men, and at age
nine she had had a sexual relationship with a grown woman

Interesting, don't you think?

A.

i 1 j

Certainly! It challenges those vho see padophilia as a 'tien only'
thing,

relationships, not just tiolesiation by sen.
say they had been aolested?

Q.

It also shovs there is the potential for tvo'vay
But did any of then

Betrayal of YouthPage 94



S6

ijjssjno^usjpfiijjpeijppijno/ji^usjs;/ipsgpjnoxpiiigdopid
0^spn'ii^pjno/sjqjsuodsBJjjsrusjpfrqjjo/fPrA
jno/edjsqjsq^jpasupnoApjnoAao^‘uaqjno/jousjpjiq:
dApq^ouoppupppijjpaunAjtddpqsjpno/;ev;jo^jpppupiofno/'q

'uo05puBA3ub|Boyft^noq?

/isnoijos3ji?^0^3A01Pino*Asmilusapu^Dq^i*swbssp-j5,^i

■^SBlU0nBSJ3AUO3163JB111p3A]0AUl6ui3q^Bdn^q6ll533B)

56uiq^43ns>noqB3UP3)|ie;5BI|oq*uosjBd^sau^4^
Pio^U33q3A,i'Ai5nou35sBuiq^3S3q^^noqB

<z)

aisqi

3a,noAj3nsB^LiBj„

‘3A01JOX35^noqBIB3q|q^l*35a3AU03^,uop P3)|1B^3AB4Iusqfl

3ldo3j’sBuiBqUBfflnqib3j^ousjbAsq^ySncq*)sbo-iue)|od5Buisq
q^T*dr^ndo]3ABqU3^joos'usapiiqa3)in'3]do3dp3ddB3ipiiBH
’,qnn,sa3pi5^no,sq^qn«'^uiq^i'isnBasdbsi3a3qi

suop3qpinoD\\s3AidstU3q)

q3aB353asnoiass usapiiya3q^ao)injaspuo*3qpino*^i^ng

aoj6iiipun^^36paBqsiiipuB'snoasBuspAuBDi^iiodossi]]

3snB33qsiq^^oAqs^qBij3ido3d^sq^si3iqnoa^3q|'osq3nwAj3/\

/sdJUdJPjdJdpups5uiispjfpnxssJisq;^noqpSPAfPsa/pqjudjpjiqo

q^Apjnoo/ssupq/pp-js^^p[pjrjsjjpqpq;;h^PI/^OA
^nqfdiqpniPAsqup:pooqpfrq:josuorpdjjoopj,sunpp'so/

's^inpBuip3)53ad^uiunAiiaBSS333U3JBAsq^)Bq)ao
's6uii39iI«nx35ou3ABqsiaiBsniUl^q^BASiisqo-ipasq^iS3!ib«

piBSUSlSOft3534^^B4*?Bq^JjUiq^opI^nq'S3DU3ia3dX35,U3#I0*

JO3Ai)BiU353ad3aaoiBStdA^Aisanussqsdoqub3dnoaBhewsou‘y

i/pAJnSe>V?fiPPnSAUt

'pSpjpapupq^jpi^jnfh/pps^qdissjoqApspdnojBpqj‘fl sjqipjnoo

'U0I133JJBaoUOIIUB^^B

JO)|36iSB431)5'uosBSJasq^o31105aojAddBqunsb*pooqpiiqa

jdqsdBqasdaoiBunBajiBnx3Sbjo)ins3Jsq^U33q3ABq^q6i«
)6q^puB'pooqpii43asqjohb^bssiaousioupsq3UQ'3U0U'ou‘\j

3A01^31pUB3A01



Love and Let Love

I don't think all people's feelings about children are necessarily
related to being parents, I knov one lan tfho gets very eeotlonal
and upset by the idea of pedophilia, but he's not a parent, On the
other hand, by no Means all parents are against other adults having
sex with children,

A

(3)

tf, Do you feel thit children are a ‘special' category of people in any
vay? Lois of adults speak of having a special tenderness and
protectiveness tovards thee, though soae eould say there's an
excess of sentiaentaiity here.

A. Soaetiaes, yes, I've had that feeling, hy little brothers were
born when 1 was in ay teens and I helped to bring thea up ayself,
But I think it is also worth saying that parents, or those aost

responsible for bringing up children, don't necessarily know and
understand their children just by virtue of doing that job,

A little girl of seven and her parents were guests at ay flat
once, The girl caae into the bedrooa occupied by ayself and ay
boyfriend one night and asked if she could see us 'doing it'
together, Well, I was not going to oblige, for I was worried that
it light get back to her parents and of what they aight think, So
she lay down and asked if she could borrow a pencil, I gave her
one and she started to deaonstrate on herself with it, 'Look," she

said, 'this is what you two should be doing,'

Later on, I tried to tell the parents what had happened in
case they thought I had been teaching her things. But they were
just disMissive, saying, *0h, she wouldn't know anything; she's
been looking at her hansters,' I noticed then the gap that can
develop between parents and children.

Some people night say that there is too such of a gap in terns of

age, saturity and pover betveen children and pedophiles. Vhat do
you say to this?

I

A. The lain thing is if people are attracted to each other and want
each other. If erotic and affectionate feelings bring people of
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different ages together, then that is a good thing, I think it is

beautiful! In Holland, one can see nen and boys talking to each

other in the street; but one hardly ever sees this in England, and
it's a pity,

I It is suggested, though, ihet the euthority adults have over
children makes it hard for them to disobey, If a man suggests it

is a good idea for a little girl to take damn her knickers, hov can
she do anything else?

A, Try persuading a child to eat cabbage if he or she doesn't like it.

{Jhat price adult authority then? Children are not slow to express
their dislikes, especially these days,

I Yes, that is a point I have made myself before nov; but people are
inclined to be sceptical vhen I say it as a man and as a pedophile,

It is, of course, possible to ignore children's expressed vishes,
but then ve are talking about molestation. Do you see any possible

sources of hare in sexuality that children find pleasurable and

engage in villingly?

A, No, not in the activity itself; but haraful and sonetiiaes long-

lasting guilt feelings can be instilled if the child is later nade
to feel that what happened was wrong. The trouble is that iust

telling a parent or soseone else about the experience and seeing

the shocked reaction can be damaging

solely for adult/child sex though: there are plenty of adults who
react badly to children's masturbation, or to any signs of sexual
interest they may display,

This is not a problem
< 4 >

It is sometimes suggested that a child can appear to be villingly

involved in a sexual act, but is not really enjoying it. Isn't it

possible, especially vith girls, for an adult to delude him/herself
that he/she is giving a child a sexual turn-on?

I
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6irls do shov signs of physical arousal, such as flushed cheeks,
But the inportant thing to remenber is that it is not difficult to
know vhen soMeone is being sexy and vants to be touched,

A,

You speak as though you think such contacts can be okay as long as
there is Mutual pleasure. Is this right?

Q.

Yes, I think it light be a good thing to follow up relationships

between children and adults, where they have had a chance to run
their course without being stopped by the parents or whoiever. It
would be good to see how boys and girls grow up feeling about these

So basically, yes, I see no hari in people giving

A,

experiences,

pleasure to each other

9. Is your philosophy pleasure for pleasure's sake?

Yes, But I think a false equation is soaetines lade between liking

pleasure and being selfish, Just because soieone likes pleasure
does not lean they have to seek it at other people's expense. On
the contrary, in ay experience, pleasure-seeking can go hand-in-
hand with wanting to give pleasure to others too.

A

find that can apply in tersis of erotic pleasure-giving as between
adults and children?

I

A. I certainly don't see why not.
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NOTESJND i^£E£flEtiC£S

/, Tuppy Ovens (private survey, I9SS).

2, The Outsiders' Club is a group for handicapped people vhere they
can uteet and talk over their problems, including sexual ones, The

club has regular gatherings and is run by Tuppy Ovens,
3, See, for exasple, Roger (foody's mECEHT RSSRULT (Vord is Out,

London/Peace Revs, Noitingham, 1930); Dr. Frits Bernard's THE

FHENOHENON OF PEDQPHILIP (orig. pub. in Holland/reprinted in

UNDERSTmm PfOOPHILlP Ho. 4, PIE, (977); and OE HmOSE POST

(Holland, Harch 18th, 1978),

4. Even here, though, several researchers have pointed out that it is

possible to exaggerate the damage done to the child. See, for

instance, THE BOY SEX OFFENDER m HIS LPTER CRREER, by L. J.

Doshay (Srune & Stratton, 1943), and 'Female Child Victims of Sex

Offences', by J. Sagnon (SQCIPL PROBLEHS, Ho,13, 196S),
5. There is, of course, some research being done in this field nov,

and apart from the Sandfort study in the Netherlands and the NBHBUi
pamphlet in the USB, see also the interviev viih Peter (reprinted

in HHSPIE No.12, PIE/orig. pub. in CRHPBm, (Australia); the

interviev vith Hark Hoffett, aged 15 (SEHIOTEXT, Nev York, 1982);
and the intervievs by Hichel Berkel in the Flemish HUQHO (Hay 18th,

1978). Hore general trends enabling young people to discuss their
sexuality can be seen in such publications as, I KNOV i/HPT I PH;

SPY TEENP6ERS PHD THE iPH (Joint Council for Bay Teenagers, BCfST,

London, 1980); BREPKINS THE SILENCE; SPY TEENP6ERS SPEPK FOR

THEHSELYES, ed, by Hichael Burbidge 3 Jonathan Halters (SCfST,
London, 1981); and ONE TEENP6ER IN TEN (Plyson Books, Boston, JSP,
1983).
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Children and Sex

The Pidophile and the Press

I have always iniinated that eiany pedophiles are genuine child-

lovers, They are affectionate and caring and have a lot to offer
children, But there sre 'ionsters' and there are people who exploit

children for their own cowpletely selfish ends. Pedophiles, however,

are no better and no worse than anyone else in this particular

characteristic. They are certainly not as bad as those eleeents of the

press who earn eoney, large quantities of it, by making sensational
stories about events, most of which to ey lind, need not be blown up as

much as they are.

lh£,.Iype flf Children Involyed

Let us now turn our attention to the sort of children most likely

to become involved in sexual relationships with adults, To begin with,
I should point out that sexual contacts between adults and children seen

to be of two kinds. Firstly, there are those which result from an

intense affectionate relationship, and this is usually found where the

child comes from a deprived background, or is him/herself enotionally

deprived. The other involves the rather boistrous, adventurous game of

autual masturbation, or just simply grabbing one another's genitals,

This one finds in healthy, active, vigorous boys, and it can sonetines
involve men. Now, quite clearly, we have two sorts of activity here,

and the vigorous, boistrous activity of rough and rude men and boys must
not be equated with a gentle, delicate, loving relationship between an
adult and a child.

I speak, of course, from my own research experience, though I can't
generalise too much as I tend to work with children - mostly boys - from

deprived families. But on the whole, the researches of others tend to

confirm my own in saying that many children who become involved in an

affectionate relationship with an adult which is likely to lead to sex,

are children who are deprived; often from a good family, but the one
outsider so to speak.

<2J
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Mho are the Pidophiles?

When it coises to the type of adults involved, it becomes clear that
they have singular personal problems which are sometimes identified as
being the cause of pidophilia, but that I myself believe are the result,
When a child in the pre-pubertal years finds himself being attracted to
other children sexually, or partly sexually, he is in essence being
narcissistic; he is in love with himself,

attempts towards being affectionate towards other boys, in particular,
are often repudiated; but it isn't until he becomes more mature that he

absorbs the labels of homosexual or pedophile,

This is mainly because his
< 3)

With men who love girls, it is slightly different in that it is
regarded as quite normal for a boy to find a girl sexually attractive,
even in the pre-pubertal years, and it is not until he gets to be
considerably older than the girls he admires that he discovers he is a
pedophile, There appears to be some sort of maturational problem, but
many pidophiles can recall feelings and impressions going back to the

ages of, say, six or seven, which they have kept bottled up until
released to a counsellor in later years,

Can Thers be £en£tUi!.

We are always hearing about the possible bad effects of adult/child
sex, but what about the possible benefits?

This, of course, is a difficult area, mainly because it will be

taken by some as offensive. To talk about the benefits of something

which they would claim is immoral, would be a nonsense. However,

leaving aside this objection for a moment, I will go back to the
distinction I first made between sexual acts which result from an

intimate and affectionate relationship and those which are adventurous.
The beneficial effects between adults who love children and the children

themselves can be seen to arise from the fact that they have love for

each other; love which they ought not have had otherwise from any other
source. If it is sexual, the sexualityThis love need not be sexual
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Children and Sex

NOTES AND REFERENCEi

/, See, for sxaaple, E. RsviUh i R, 6. hlsiss, 'The Fidophiliac
Offender' (OISERSES OF THE NEOmS SYSTEM, M.23, No.2, 1962),

2. See MNEmtE CHILOREN: WREE SJUDIES OF CHILDREN IN CONFLICf, by

Lindy Burton (Routledge & Negan Paul, London, !96S).
3. See THE DEATH OF NARCISSUS, by H. Fraser (Seeker i Uarburg, London,

1976), and THE FORBIDDEN LOUE, ed. by NUIia/s K'raeiser (Sheldon
Press, London, 1976),

4, In J. £, Eg!inton's 6REEK LOVE, for example (Neville Spearman,
London, 1971), the author gave some impressive case histories to
prove that pedophilia betveen men and boys, vhen handled vith care,
can actually reduce patterns of Juvenile delinquency and
alienation,

5. See various press reports from 1977, and my article ‘Lavs of
Consent' (reprinted in NA6PIE No.8, PIE, 1977).
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The Pedophiles

respect for the child's feelings were the points which distinguished
pedophiles from child molesters; 'If you genuinely loved children, you
wouldn't want to hurt or coerce thei'.

Dr, Paul Wilson, reader in Sociology at the University of

Queensland, Australia, has already attacked the bogeyman stereotype in
THE MAN THEY CALLED A MONSTER. This is an intensive study of one

nan, Clarence Osborne, assessed through face-to-face interviews over a

period of eighteen months, and through selections from Osborne's own
tapes, transcripts and manuscripts,

< 5)

Osborne had been both a court and parliamentary reporter with an
unblemished record for diligence, good behaviour and civic spirit, When

a series of mishaps threatened to expose his relationships with more
than two thousand five hundred boys, Osborne killed himself, The media

presented this quiet, unobtrusive man as a chimera of Qilles de Retz,
Dean Allen Corll and Sodzilla C6J

This scurrilous publicity brought a dozen of Osborne's ex-proUg6s
to Paul Wilson, They corroborated Osborne's account; he did not use

threats or bribery; he never initiated a relationship unless he was

certain of the boy's consent; he was a mentor and father substitute as

well as a lover; and he contributed to the boys' social development,

including their transition to adulthood,

Clarence Osborne gave Paul Wilson a never-to-be-repeated
opportunity for study and he seized it. filenn Wilson also faced a
unique chance and failed to make the most of it, He conducted his

survey between 1978-9 when PIE was under the spirited, innovative
leadership of Tom O'Carroll, This was shortly before the unjust and

notorious conspiracy trial which put him in prison for two years.
C 7 )

When PIE was approached for its co-operation, the organisation had
three goals; to establish self-help in coping with anxiety, alienation
and isolation; to raise psdophile consciousness and campaign for changes
in restrictive laws; and to convince politicians and the public that
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The Pidophiles

Pidophilia is just another paraphilia; a love avay fron exclusive
heterosexual coitus, It belongs aoiong the sexual curiosa

puzzling, but hardly a loral infection, 61enn Wilson's results are
coiforting, but his conclusion is pusillaniaous; he finds legislative
change vould be preiature (is it ever anything else?),

It is

Paul Wilson, on the other hand, living and working in a different

culture, is vastly nore radical, His recomiendations are true to his

research findings, He confronts the problem of irrational prejudice,

carefully separates personal fron public issues, and suggests that the
ages of consent concept be dropped and offences be considered on the

basis of things like violence, fraud, or coercion, He further outlines
a children's bill of rights, including their right to sexual freedom.

Orthodoxy teaches that children are, or should be, sexless,

equating innocence vith ignorance and immaturity, Suffragettes in all

countries initiated ages of consent and incest laws to protect children
from sexual exploitation - which vas a real hazard - and premature

sexual awakening - which was a Victorian middle-class phobia,

Even now, in the 1980s, the problems continue
extensive research

concerned minority are still trying to enforce unenforceable laws that

define any sexual contact between children and their elders as
molestation,

Despite much

children are still regarded as sexless and a

If sex is defined only as procreational activity, then it follows
that pre-pubertal children will be viewed as sexless, Vet most human

sexual activity is not reproductive but recreational, and children are

capable of enjoying eroticism from babyhood
inhibitions, sexuality would develop more strongly before puberty,

Without acquired

Sexual activity depends on an individual's bodily capacity, the

stimuli available to awaken that capacity, and previous experience. By

censoring stimuli and inhibiting experience, society has been able to
pretend that the capacity is non-existent,
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The Pedophiles

The pedophile case against such laws is not based on the injustices
of scapegoating but on children’s right to sexual self-determina tion.
This seems obliquely self-serving: obviously pedophiles cannot frankly
demand the right of sexual access to children without setting up
conflicts of interest - pedophiles versus children, and pedophiles

versus parents, I believe there is self-interest here, but it is of a
subtle and illuminating kind,

Afterthoughts

Some tribal cultures accept this blend of nurturance and eroticism

as a normal part of children's socialisation. Perhaps the most common

ritualised fore of cross-generational sex is found in puberty rites

among tribal Aborigines and some New 6uineans,
period in the 'wife' role on their say to manhood. Later, as fully-
fledged men, they may take their turn playing the husband/mentor role to

the next generation of initiates, often as a prelude to their own

heterosexual marriages,

< 1 0)

Soys undergo a

Less formal relationships prevailed in ancient Greece. Paiderastia

was a chivalrous system in which the man taught the boy a code of

honour, ethical behaviour, and good manners,

obligatory, Arguably, the relationship was supposed to begin when the

boy entered puberty,

heterosexual marriage and procreation, but an adjunct to it.

Neither role was

However, paiderastia was not an alternative to
111 >

ye are not a tribal culture, and ancient Greece ended before the

coming of Christ. The chief legacy of the Christian West was to make
sex anathema except fo procreation, This very minute, recreational sex
is struggling for cultural recognition, Some parents still discourage
their children from masturbating, and child-love is as mysterious as it

was in Lewis Carroll's England,

psdophilia tends to be an exclusive
Furthermore,

In the microchip cultures
preference that is usually incompatible with marriage

< 1 2 >
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The Pedophiles

the pedophile is not siiply playing a temporary role, for his/her
preference is at the core of his/her sexual identity, although he/she
nay choose whether or not to express this proclivity. Therapy or
punishment is useless, Exclusiveness and permanence make the modern

pidophile's dilenma that much more urgent,

Children cannot be wholly seif-deteriining as long as factors like
parental uneBployment, poverty, or homelessness force them into
prostitution or pornography, And they cannot exercise satisfactory
sexual self-determination without adequate sex education.

yoRien and homosexuals, as well as children and child-lovers, are

oppressed by the view that procreational sex is the only erotic activity

that rates the Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval, 'Real' women become

mothers, 'real' men impregnate women, But this view cannot survive the
economic pressure for fewer children and the technocracy's demand for
less, but better educated workers. Economics and technology are already

carrying society in the direction to which women's liberation and gay
liberation point. Procreation is no longer the hallowed activity it
once was.

Accepting recreational sex makes it easier to accept the so-called
paraphilias, including child-love. But what of the law? Historically,
changes of law enforcement precede changes in the law itself. Parents
and law enforcement agencies are beginning to question the wisdom of
putting children through the gruelling ordeal of court proceedings. And
research is increasingly emphatic about the differences between

pedophiles and child molesters,

In Holland, many jurisdictions are already exercising discretion in

enforcing the laws covering child sex, The Rotterdam Vice Squad, for

example, tells the parents that a trial may be traumatic for the child,

and lets them decide whether prosecution should go ahead. Their courts
are also awarding lighter sentences to padophiles in many cases.
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The Pedophiles

Perhaps it is tine to send sone of our law enforcers to see how

such matters are managed in Holland?

mm AND REFERENCES

I. On tfie public stereotyps/s of pidophiles, see Ken Plumer's
'Pedophilia: Constructing a Sociological Baseline' in d.Cook i
K.Hovel Is' [editors) miT SEML INTEREST IN CHILDREN (RcadeiBic

Press, London, I9S1), and the sase author's 'Images of Pedophilia'
in LO^E m RURRCTIDN; RN INTERNRTIQNRL CONFERENCE, ed. by H. Cook

i 6, yUson (Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1979).
2. THE CHILO-LOVERS: R STUDY OF PEDOPHILES IN SOCIETY, by 61enn D.

Vilson i David N, Cox (Peter Oven, London, 19S3).
S. SEX OFFENDERS: RN RNRLYSIS OF TYPES, by Paul H. Sebhard et al

(Harper-Hoeber, Nev York, 1965),

4, In 0, J. Best's HQNQSEXURLITY, for example, the typical pedophile

is described as a "timorous, inhibited person" vho "solicits uith
pathetic gentleness, vith a viev to no more than the sort of mutual

fondling and inspection that children often indulge in vith each

other," (First pub, by Duckvorth, London, 1955/reprinted in
Penguin-Pelican, Harmondsvorth, Hiddlesex, 196S i 1974, )

5, THE NRN THEY CRLLED R HONSTER: SEXURL EXPERIENCES BETBEEN MEN RND

BOYS, by Paul Bilson (Cassell, Rusiralia, 1931),
6, sales de Retz, a close confidant of Joan of Rrc vas, of course,

the notorious Narshal of France vho sexually tortured and killed

scores of young boys in obscene rituals. Dean Rllen Corll vas the

man responsible for one of the biggest mass murders of young men in

US history. Like de Retz, Corll tortured his victims sexually

before killing them. See SILLES DE RETZ: THE RUTHENTIC BLUEBERRD,

by Jean Benedelti (Peter Davies, London, 1371), and THE NRN BITH

THE CRNDY by J. Olsen (Simon i Schuster, Nev York, 1374),
respectively.
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The Pedophiles

1. In his book, POLUm IPm IN BPimN (Allen Lane, London,

I983I, Peter Hain, never a friend of pedophiles, said this about
the trial; ^'Understandable' public distaste for his (O'Carroll's)

activities diverted attention from the fact that Conspiracy to

Corrupt Public Norals is a highly subjective and political charge;

and also that the use of conspiracy enabled the prosecution to

Mount a case that uould have been iapossibie on the substantive

activities themselves mhich vere not actually criminal offences. "
Patricia Hevitt had earlier come to a similar conclusion in her

study, THE ABUSE OF POUEP; CIUIL LIBERTIES IN THE UNITED KIN6DDN

(Nartin Robertson, Oxford, 1982); "The considerable controversy

aroused by the case,,,,,, overshadoued the deplorable nature of the

conspiracy charge used by the prosecution, Conspiring to Corrupt

Public Norals is an offence incapable of definition or precise
proof,"

8. Peter Oven (London, 1980),

9. Personal correspondence vith Tom O'Carroll,
10. See, for instance, 6R0UIN6 UP IN NEV 6UINEA, by Nargaret Nead

(first pub. in l9S0/reprinted in Penguin-Pelican, 1973).

II. There is a lot of dissension about this, and some authorities mould

claim that such relationships only began in adolescence.

12. Although not necessarily. Some PIE members, for instance, vere
married, and others had children of their ovn.
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Questioning Ages of Majority i Consent

3, See various publications of the children's rights crusades,
especially, BlRmiSHTS; S BILL OF RI6HTS FOR CHILOREN, by Richard
Farson (fiacstillan, Neu York, JS74); THE CHILDREN'S RI6HTS NOi/EMENT,
ed. by Beatrice i Ronald Sross (Rnchor Doubleday, Barden City, Nev
York, 1377); and CHILDREN'S RIBHTS: TDOms THE LIBERRTIDN OF THE
CHILD, ed. by P. Rdass (Praeger, Nev York, 1971),
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to be strongly heterosexual. The general assumption that a man-with-a-

penis will respond to a boy-with-a-penis in a similar fashion as to a

girl-tfith-a-vagina; that the adult in a gay relationship will generally

use his penis as historically his gender has done with women, is not

true, In actual fact, padophile men rarely penetrate young boys, or

even desire to do so, and it is certainly true that boys penetrate men
more seldom,

C 1 7)

Here we see a prime failure to regard people as being
free to decide their expression of desire without it being dictated by

biological gender, fly point is not that it is easy to reject the social
dictates of gender, but that frequently pidophiles have neither tried,
nor have even seen the need, to do so,

The hyth of Sexual Pre-determination

The key myth concerns the role of sexuality itself, the almost
universal assumption in Western societies that erotic expression is the

basic human need, rather than one of many needs which it has been

convenient for certain groups to abstract and manipulate for their own

ends. At a time when the birth of children was the prime motive for

heterosexual coupling, gender governed sexual relationships,
Srongersma and others have shown

children, for instance up to the nineteenth century in France, were not

condemned because of the sexuality but because they were /?<7*4sexual,
hence non-reproductive. The acts were certainly 'against nature' but

not the nature of the child - largely taken as little different from

their elders anyway.

As
eta)

sexual acts between adults and

C 19)

However, throughout the early years of the so-calleo Industrial

Revolution the roles of many women and children were dramatically
transformed, They moved from the countryside to the towns with tneir

men, becoming the lowest-paid, most servile of the armies of the poor,

It was in the liberal/humanitarian - and particularly evengelical -
reaction to this new slavery that concepts both of ages of consent and
of the 'infantness' of the child were born, as well as the concept of
modern feminism, which had to be protected from overpowering masculine
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advantages - furtive encounters, enclave sex-tourisi, or the Isolation
of child eros as a special phenoienon, separate froe children's
experiences and deiands for econoaic, political and social power, The

last thing ve should be doing is perpetuating the nythology of our
detractors.

Certainly there are aediui objectives which pedophiles can now set

theiselves, but there is no dichotoiy between these and 'utopian' ones,

The ends are always enbraced in the means. As for the aediun-terai aims,
there are at least three I view as essential;

0) The dissolution of all specifically pedophile campaigning groups;

though not the self-help and advice groups which are essential for

isolated pedophiles, and indeed for the discussion of issues like

those raised in this essay.

(2) The clear identification of homosexual pedophilia as a gay and
feminist issue.

(3) The formation and support of new children's liberation groups and

publications whose objective is to enable and encourage young

people to express and publish their own views on sexuality and

autonoiy, A lagazine produced merely by adults - and especially

just by pedophiles - advocating children's liberation is ultimately
self-defeating, however necessary and inevitable at the present
time. The final end must be clear throughout; to reject the notion
of 'sex education' as an adult-imposed form of control, and to

sponsor any initiatives by young people asserting the importance of

their own experiences, needs and discoveries,

After all, it is mostly their world and not ours into which they are
growing,
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SocialisN, Class & Children's Rights

Learning from the Defeats of the Past

There are two reasons why we have to be involved in the tiny
struggles of the day. Firstly, it is through these that people learn of

their potential to bring about larger changes; to change the world by

their own activity in it, When such struggles lead to defeat, over

Cruise or the NGA for exanple, then it is essential that the activists

learn the lessons of the defeat, Should they fail, then demoralisation

sets in. But when these struggles lead to victory, it is important to
see in which direction the struggle must next move, It cannot stand
still; always it sways backwards and forwards, These small struggles
often reach the limits of what the interests or demands of certain

classes amount to, and they then change sides - less clear to see in a

period of general decline of struggle, but stunningly clear during a
major period.

The second reason is that it is during these small struggles that
people are tested, their ideas proven or disproven. It is through the

efficacy of tactical proposals and their relationships to the
generalities that we learn,

Childhood, The.Family, School, and other Ideas

The position of children and the questions over which struggle

takes place are then historically and culturally specific, though there
are some generalisations which can be made. It was as a result of

urbanisation and industrialisation - big cities and factories - that we
have ideas of child and parent, a domestic division of labour, the home,

the private life. All these connionsense ideas actually came from a
specific historical location,

'natural' - they have not always been the dominant ideas, and are not
inevitable, They are the ideas of a particular class, The ideas exist

because they perform specific functions, They are produced by, and
serve, the interests of a certain class - the class which owns and

controls the means of production, However, just as there are contra

dictions in the means of production, so there is struggle over these

(2)

The dominant ideas of a period are not
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In other words, not only do ideas arrive with a particularideas

genealogy, they are also an area of activity,

The hone is both a prison and a refuge,

wonen differently, but the basis is just the sane

that child-battering, nurder, and incest follow,

(3)
It affects nen and

And it 15 fron this

If the fanily and the hone is a prison and a refuge, then the

school and the social services system take the argument a stage further.

From the point of view of capitalism, whether children are brought up in
hones or institutions is a matter of the economic level of reproduction

of the classes, both in the short and long term. Schools are also
mechanisms for more general socialisation than is possible in the
hone,

and shared social being which could not be produced in millions of

Conpulsory education, church schools, canings,

racism, cutting

Production requires a workforce with a general level of skills
< 4 )

disparate hones

uniforms, girls-doing-cookery, boys-doing-carpentry

school meals, shortages of teachers and computers; all these factors can
be seen only in an understanding of the larger structure, as can levels

of health provision, the general level of hygiene, the appearance of
rickets and tuberculosis among children again in Britain, the quality of

housing, privacy, sports facilities, fresh air, exercise, military

training, work, and so on,

For the masses of workers, the children are the only point of

existence, Having no position or power in society apart from the sale

of one's labour power, the children become the purpose and point of

life; in peasant societies, even more so, for without them one would
almost certainly die.

So, the sorts of demands we make and fight around depend on the

general level of the class struggle at the time. In 1911, in the wake

of the enormous strike level, school children struck. In the 1970s, in

the wake of the industrial struggle, the National Onion of School
Students organised on a massive level and led action against canings.
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Socialism, Class & Children's Rights

It is here, nore than anywhere else, that the question of the
sexual liberation of children becomes crucial.

cone

PIE, the NUT In JerseyThere have been a number of cases

Coronation Street's hero, the Brighton boy - where the onslaught of the

right has had a field day, Where people have been unsure about their
position on the sexuality of children, they have not been able to

respond properly, Coninon sense requires that we argue that children are
sexual from birth, that they learn sexual behaviour, that there is no
necessary harn in adult/child sex, that there is no consistency in

arbitrary ages of consent; but that there is no possibility of real
freedom for children until they have economic independence.

The importance of the argument on the relationship between
economics, the family, and sexuality, cannot be overstressed,

means that in the general strategy for the struggle for socialisn, and

in the small fights of today, the argument has to be made for the
liberation of children, for their gaining economic power. But when the

bigger battles take place the children will have to be there in the
front line. Finally then, categories of child and adult, of education
and work in socialism may well have to be broken down,

This

The precondition to a successful struggle for socialism will be the
building of a politically conscious socialist workers' party which has
children among its cadre, organising other children, building the
general politics and organisation of the workers' movement, This will
be done out of the tiny struggles of today,

Socialists in this period cannot create struggle where it does not

exist, life cannot build picket lines by willing them, either to defend

psdophiles or the NGA, But we can relate to anything that moves, build
solidarity where we can, and explain patiently,
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Socialisn, Class & Children's Rights

NOTES AND REFEREfjCES

/, The basic principles of Socialise are, of course, contair^ed in the
vorks of such pioneers as fiarx, Engels, Lenin, etc.

2. For an historical analysis of hov some such institutions uere

formed and changed as a result of socio-economic conditions see,

for example, Levis H. Morgan's miENT SOCIETY (IS77), and

Frederick Engels' THE 0R16IN OF THE FmLY, FHimE FROFERTY, m
THE STRTE (brig, pub, in Svitzerland in l8S4/reprinted by
Pathfinder Press, Nev York, J372). On the evolution of childhood
specifically, see Philippe Rrie's CENTURIES OF CHILOHOOO (Penguin

Books, Harmondsvorth, Hiddlesex, 1962), and THE HISTORY OF

CHILDHOOD, ed. by Lloyd de Hause (first pub. in 1974 by the

Psychohistory Press, USD/first British edition. Condor Books,
Souvenir Press, London, 1976),

S. Some interesting thoughts on the modern nuclear family - hov it
vorks and affects those involved - are contained in David Cooper's

THE DEPTH OF THE FPHILY (Pllen Lane/Penguin Press, Hiddlesex,

1971), and R. 0. Laing's THE POLITICS OF THE FPHILY (CBS
Publications, Canada, 1969).

4. There are many good books and articles on schools and hov they tend

to oppress the young. Particularly recommended, hovever, are the

vorks of John Holt, Ivan Illich and Paul Soodman.

5. See CHPNBIN6 CHILDHOOD, ed. by Hartin Hoyles (Uriters S Readers

Publishing Co-operative, London, 1979).
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CHILDHOOD SEXUALITY

AIJD E/^LOEH IL lA :

SOME QUESTION’S AMSWEREE)

by ymEN HIDDLEfQN

Despils dscsdss of research frots such eminent sources as EUis, Holl,

Freud, Kinsey, and in more recent times, scholars like Sandfort,

dartinson, and Ronald and Juliette Soldaan, the myths of childhood
innocence and the asexuality of children continue to suryive. There are
a number of reasons for this, many unconnected t/ith the desire to

protect, For by accepting children's sexuality - and the evidence for

it is oYeruhelming - society vould be taking that first step in the

direction which ultimately leads to giving power to the young; the power

to effect their own decisions, and it is this path which, even now in

the late twentieth century, it still doggedly refuses to tread,

This is not to say that childhood sexuality isn't recognised; it
is, but it is not accepted in sexophobic cultures like our own. Human

sexuality is our birthright and one of our most natural and necessary
urges; so why are children and many adolescents denied their right to

express itf There are those who seek to justify this betrayal by

appealing to the conditioned sensibilities of others, and this is where

emotively laden terms such as 'protection' and ‘too young' come into

children's sexuality are nothing short of ageist put-downs designed to
keep the young both shackled and powerless,

The debate surrounding childhood sexuality has, in recent years,

seen a number of objections put forward by straights, gays, feminists

and others, particularly where it concerns the right of the young to
engage in sexual relations with adults. Some of these criticisms are

reasonable enough, but others are based on false premises and cannot be

Hany would insist, however, that these invalidations of
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Childhood Sexuality/Pjdophilia

alhvsd to parade as truths, One of the purposes of this book is to
ansuer such questions and to shov that child lovers are not afraid to

face opposition, The principal reason uhy British Pedophiles and other

supporters of children's rights have not done so, until nou, to the
satisfaction of some is that their efforts to do so have been

consistently thvarted frot^ all sides, The aedia, for instance, have

proved extreaely adept at presenting a one-sided story
Establishaent line - and it is usually only the voices aost opposed to

adult/child sex »ho get a hearing. Little vender, therefore, that

aisconceptions are rife uhen the very people aost iaportant to the
debate - children and pedophiles - reaain unconsulted.

It is a sad indietaent of our society vhen people can be hounded by
police and press, attacked, prosecuted, lose their livelihoods and all

that is near and dear to thea siaply for espousing an unorthodox

Yet this is indeed the reality of the debate concerning
a debate vhich the

the

opinion,

intergenerational sex in the Britain of today:
eneaies of fr^edoa have atteapted to turn into a one-vay arguaent;
theirs and theirs alone.

In the present chapter, then, I propose to revieu soae of the aost

nagging questions to have surfaced to date, the intention being to aake
the case for childhood sexuality and the right of the young to enjoy

autually desired sexual/sensual relationships vith people of their
choice. In the process, you vill see hov soae of the sacred ayths and
stereotypes about children and pedophiles fall vhen analysed, and you
vill notice that aany of the folloving objections can be turned upon
their heads. The aethod chosen vill take the fora of a dialogue between

an imaginary questioner and the author, and as such, is a slight
departure froa the foraat used in all previous articles, bar one,
Nonetheless, I feel confident it will suffice.

H. Siven that adults, especially aen, have power and that children

are, by contrast, powerless, isn't it a fallacy to talk about their

consent to have sexual relationships with adults when these

inevitably based on inequality?
are
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Childhood Sexuality/Pidophllu

The boy of twelve has greater size, strength, and experience than the

boy of nine, The non-handicapped child has more advantage than the

handicapped one. Boys have ffiore power than girls, fill are examples of

inequalities bestowing authority, But it would be ridiculous to suggest

that these parties should be kept apart just because there are

differences. Moreover, such differences don't stop the children

involved from consenting to like each other or play together - and the

reason should be obvious; it is because they vant to. Is this not

important? By denying that the young can consent, or want to have sex

with adults, gays, feminists - whoever - are, in effect, saying that it

isn't important, and by doing so they are further invalidating the young

as people, reinforcing classism and ageism (which youngsters themselves

have identified as oppressive)
inadvertently, that children remain chained to the same old sex-negative

order that many have pledged to challenge,

< 2 )

and helping to ensure, perhaps

It cannot be claimed that the mere possession of power and use of

it are, in themselves, abusive, any more than it can be said of the

sexual act itself, If they were, everything would fall into this

category. No, it depends on individual circumstances; it's the t'i/ we

use our power which counts and the iniention(s) we have while doing so.

This is not to suggest that 'real' sexual abuse doesn't occur; of course

it does, and when this happens it is indefensible. However, we should

also remember that the term is an extremely overworked one often

representing little more than an emotively charged value judgement. In

such circumstances, it has the added effect of distorting research and
inhibiting reasonable discussion, In few other areas is this more

clearly demonstrated than with the issue of adult/child sex where the

power argument is used, albeit unsatisfactorily, as an attempt to put

down padophiles and silence opposition.

The refusal to concede that adult/child sex can be anything but

, and to make clear distinctions between mutually desiredabuse

pleasurable acts and those involving threats, force, coercion, drugs, or

hypnosis, etc. brings its adherents perilously close to the school of

thought whose creed proclaims that all sex is rape. Not only is their
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Childhood Sexuality/Pidophilia

recognise consent is a refusal to recognise the person, Refuse to
recognise the person, and it follows that one will autoaatically
question the fact that he/she should have rights like any other, It is
surprising that sous feainists fail to see this, and it is this sarae
failure which will help to perpetuate the lyth of childhood sexlessness

and keep the young powerless. We should reaember that the experiences

of young people, at any given age, are just as important and valid to
theia then as at any time later, and shouldn't be ignored or disaissed by
adults,

The act of sex between two consenting people is meant to be a

fulfilling and pleasurable experience for both, It is certainly not
something which should be regarded as sick, sinful, dirty, disgusting
and/or criminal, and those who view it this way have corrupted its very
meaning. If some children genuinely want and like having sexual
experiences with chosen adults - and as the research shows, many do -
then the law should not interfere, except in cases where there has been

demonstrable harm done by the sexual act itself - and these are very

rare - or where exploitation is involved, Blanket condemnation is just

no good. Instead, we need to look at the merits of individual cases,

listening carefully to the wishes of the children involved.

tilhen psdophiles support the campaign for the recognition of
children's social and sexual rights, they are proving, in the most

effective way possible, their willingness to share power; for they know
that by reducing the love of power, they are making way for the power of
love. It is now up to feminists, gays and socialists to decide which

side they will take in the coming battles for children's autonomy. In
the meantime, they would do well to remember that there will be no
liberation, sexual or otherwise, without children's liberation

<6J

But hov can children consent to have sex vhen they don't really

knov vhat it is they are supposd to be consenting to?

I
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Childhood Sexuality/Pzdophilia

theoretical basis of sex education is not enough without the recognition

of children's right to practical experience,
<9)

Children first learn about the pleasures of sexual/sensual
autoeroticisR, But they soon

Studies

stimulation from their own bodies

discover that these sane joys can be shared with others too
which concentrate on the erotic behaviour of the young teen with details

about the types of activities which are most coanon among children,

These include kissing, cuddling, stroking, licking, mutual nasturbation,
oral sex, and intercrural intercourse. All these are similar to those

involved in pedophilic relationships, Thus it cannot be said that the
typical child is performing activities that he/she had never previously
encountered.

In our present society, children can only express their sexuality

with other youngsters - and even this is severely frowned upon. If
consensual adult/child sex is eventually legalised, this would give the

young more alternatives, and more alternatives, as I have said, must
necessarily denote a greater freedom.

Hon can a child actually refuse an adult's sexual advances?I

This criticism underestimates the effects on children of sex-

negative conditioning and constant parental/Establishment warnings
about the risks of talking to strangers. The purdah between adults and
the young, in combination with the second factor, results in a state of
affairs where the average child is extremely suspicious and apprehensive
about meeting adults, especially those outside the confines of his/her
normal environment (family, school, youth club, etc.).

A

For such an encounter to move any further, the adult would,

therefore, have to (a) prove hii/herself capable of smashing the
'bogeyman' image and other preconceived ideas; (b) demonstrate a
willingness to surrender power; and (c) show a genuine interest in the
child and his/her problems, to the extent of sharing intimate secrets.
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Childhood Sexualily/Pidophilia

iiaianalidn pattern", and that all of us possess "an inherited capacity

for erotic responsiveness to a wide range of stisuli",

The same authors continue: 'Hen and woven who are totally laciang

in any conscious hoftosexual leanings are as »uch a product of cultural

conditioning as are the exclusive hoiiosexuals who find heterosexual

relations distasteful and unsatisfying, Both extreies represent a
Bovenent away froB the original, intemediate condition which includes
the capacity for both forms of sexual expression,"

To simplify, then, it must be averred that people are born sexual

and have an inbuilt potential to enjoy various kinds of sexual stimuli.

But through a strong heterosexual conditioning process in sexually
restrictive

heterosexuality and its attendant lifestyle,
responsiveness to a wider spectrum of behaviours is most clearly marked
in the young, but once the social conditioning process has been fully

absorbed, other types of activity are frequently denied, repressed, or
forgotten.

societies individuals are channelled towards

The capacity for

( 1 2 >

Sexual liberation requires the reclamation of such behaviour

patterns - homosexuality, its cross-generational counterpart, and cross-

generational heterosexuality - for society has a duty to ensure the
greatest happiness for all its members, People who are 'exclusively'
homosexual, padophile, or heterosexual have, in many cases, built a

psychological wall against enjoyment of other types of activity. It is
incumbent upon us all, therefore, to help break down such barriers, and

the best way to do this is to challenge the values that maintain them.

As we deduce from the Ford and Beach study above, the 'primacy' of
conventional heterosexuality would not be threatened by the introduction
of alternatives. Nor do such alternatives imply unbridled promiscuity.

On the contrary, with more freedom of choice regarding age and gender,

people would tend to gravitate - and should be encouraged to gravitate -

towards forming real loving relationships, rather than one night stands,
especially if these were to become legally and socially acceptable.
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Childhood Ssxuality/Pidophiiia

babysittar, Annehieke is a psdophils who first discovered she was

sexually attracted to children a nunsoer of years ago,

that 15 by greatest alibi,
That IS just

Mt just happens that I am a girl:

Nobody blaiaes a girl or wo«an for caressing a child

motherly instinct, You can always do that,"

According to Annemieke, pedophilia is just as conmon in women as in

men; but it is not suspected in women. Just as two women together are

not as suspect as two men together. It is part of our social

patterning. Adult women are suppossd caress children.

"I am conscious of the risks you run if you go further with a child

than is permitted by society, 1 would greatly prefer to have a really
free relationship with a child, but I hold myself back

the consequences - police, shocked children, disturoed relations with

the parents, being cast out by society, No

orientated to let myself go in that direction,

I am afraid of

I am too conventionally

Her last experience convinced her more than ever that the
initiative often comes from the child,

"I had to take care of a family with an eight year old boy, He sat

on my lap the whole evening and I had to read a oook to him,

couldn't get enough of that and he refused to get off my lap.

He

"The following morning he crept into the bed with me, First he lay
nicely against me, and then he tried to get into my bedclothes -
actually tried to take them off, I had to keep down a sense of panic

but I was able to tell him calmly that he couldn't do that.

"He was clearly disappointed

have found it very nice

I think it would have been possible to make love,
wonderful!

And 1 can truly say that I would
If I were less restrained.

Children are so

Adults just aren't

but it cannot be

IThey are so open and spontaneous
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Childhood Sexuality/PidophilU

relationships can help children perceive a wider perspective of the

world and the people in it, Within such interactions, children are seen

as people of worth; recognised, wanted, valued and appreciated, and

through the adult, they will encounter new experiences, places, people

and beliefs, Adult/child relationships often represent, therefore, an

escape fron the usual cloistered world of the child, As 6erald Hannon

observed: "Pedophilia is revolutionary activity, and the activists of

tofflorrow are aore than likely in soaeone's aras today",
( 19 i

If laws, punishaents, and prohibitions on hunan relationships are

not the answers, what, we are entitled to ask, is? Surely, it aust lie

in changing people's attitudes through a coaprehensive, systematic re

education programme of the masses which will encourage individual

awareness. This is the only solution, and from it we begin to
appreciate why it is so very important for gays and feminists to show

solidarity with pedophiles, for it is the interests of each and every

one of us, as libertarians, to raise levels of consciousness.

Pedophiles have a lot to learn from feminists, but feminists can also

learn something from pedophiles. Nothing will ever be achieved by

isolating them. On the contrary, we will gain both strength and
confidence by presenting a united front.

Let us take one last look at what patriarchal values entail, in

his well known study, SEK IN HISTORY

patriarchalism is nearly always linked, to a greater or lesser extent,
with sex-negative attitudes. In such cultures, women and children are

classed as subordinates, and strict controls on their sexuality and all
other activities are typical. The successful overthrow of patriarchy
will therefore depend on the overturning of sex-negativism, the

acceptance of women's and children's rights, and the sharing (ii power on
a basis of equality.

< 20)

Rattray Taylor showed that

Ue already know that sexual repression has devastating results in
terms of health and happiness; but if, as researchers like Prescott

maintain, it is also a principal cause of human aggression, haven't we a
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Childhood Sexuality/Pidophilia

circuiistances, disagreeable terms night then be reserved for those whose

philosophies were antisexual, Either way, the meanings are important in

relation to the type of society in which we live; whether eroticism is

viewed fovourably or unfavourably.

It follows from this that definitions of what constitute protection

or abuse are culturally variable and often purely dependent upon

ideological interpretations, Thus, to put it another way, while one

side clain that libertarians are abusing the young by seeking to ensure

their social and sexual rights, the libertarians charge that so-called

protectionists abuse children by the very act of denying and withholding

these rights, and that this is, in essence, the ultimate betrayal of
youth.

In all this apparent sea of confusion, it is crucial to spotlight

the reason for this particular ideological clash, It has materialised

because protectionists have deliberately placed the young in an inferior

economic, social and sexual position, This is not, by and large, a

condition of children's choice, but has been dictated by adults,
regardless of young people's wishes.

Readers who have followed the arguments thus far should, by now, be
able to appreciate that limited choices and alternatives mean limited

freedom, and although it is equally oppressive to invalidate people's
relationships in the context of present society, we can surely only
enhance the cause of greater freedom by providing access to a wider

range of alternatives. And this, in a nutshell, is the whole message of
this book.

At this point we will return to the power issue since it has
provoked some amazing inconsistencies within the women's movement, As

has been said, the contributors of this study support the crusade for

women's rights, but that in no way alters the fact that some of their

statements on intergenerational sex are ill-conceived and erroneous.

This has led to all sorts of problems and contradictions, as I will show
in a moment.
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Childhood Sexuality/Padophilia

people throwing the stones should be reminded that they themselves are

living in very fragile glass-houses indeed

are all responsible for the oppression of youth, in various ways, and

pedophiles are no better or no worse than anyone else in this respect,

As mentioned earlier, we

Strictly speaking, though, it is in many cases both misleading and

unhelpful to accuse ordinary people of abuse when they don't necessarily

know what they are doing is wrong, Unfortunately, many people have been

so thoroughly conditioned to accept modern child rearing patterns that

they no longer question the 'wisdom' of so-called experts, but blindly

trust to their 'better' knowledge. This sorry state of affairs is, of

course, compounded by the lack of access to non-oppressive child rearing

dogmas, since these would be unacceptable to the Establishment with its
interest in the authoritarian control of children,

Uhen thinking of this, we would do well to remember that medical

science, in the nineteenth century, became obsessed with the

masturbation of children, insisting that it caused blindness, ill
health, and insanity. This panic led to the invention of the most

hideous and inhumane preventive devices,

pediatricians cautioned mothers against encouraging the sensuality of
infants by breast-feeding or bodily contact, and it was only after
thousands of babies had died from marasmus that this nonsensical

philosophy was eventually discarded. So much for medical experts.

Before Bowlby, many

Today, the trend continues just as vehemently, but instead of
masturbation or the sensuality of mothers and infants being the targets,
the modern folk-devil has become the sexual abuse of the young.
Recently, this has grown into witchhunt proportions and is so obviously
engineered since It pays no heed to children's right to say yes. As a

result, countless children are being guilt-tripped, intimidated and
bullied just to satisfy the thirsts of those who seek vengeance - at
whatever price.

And the price is horrendous, for such children will almost

certainly grow up damaged, not so much, as 1 said earlier, by the sex
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Childhood Sexuallty/Pidophilia

Given these things, it is incoisprehensibie uhy children are still

always seen as the 'innocent victims', rather than, as in many cases,
willing participants, if not the actual seducers, And to those who

would ask why .'exclusive' padophiles can't seem to relate sexually to
adults, one could ask, why can't such adults relate sexually to the
young? Though many repress it, the sexual attraction of adults to
children is, without doubt, far commoner than earlier studies suggest,
and if we were to be entirely honest with ourselves we would have to

admit that this is not really so surprising, since children and youth

are, asthetically speaking, the most naturally beautiful people on
earth,

From what has been said so far, it should, by now, be obvious that

the adult who has sex with a child merely because he/she wants it,
irrespective of the child's wishes, is being oppressive. Equally
oppressive, however, is the adult who 'presumes' that a child couldn't
possibly want sex with a man or woman, Ue none of us wish to see a

society where children can't say no, but it should be just as

inadmissable to support a society where the young are not 'allowed' to

say yes - or even if they do, are not taken seriously. Yet this is
precisely what is happening at the moment.

In the light of all this, it becomes patently evident that the true

reason for the recent hysterical condemnation of pedophiles stems, not
so much from a genuine concern to 'protect' children, but from a desire

on the part of the Establishment, Church, and some parents, etc, to

reessert their ovn authority and control o\'er the young, which demands
for children's rights - including sexual rights - are seen to threaten;

and, needless to say, this involves a total unwillingness to change, or
to view things from a radical perspective. Ironically, and for obvious

reasons, their purge has only succeeded in putting children at far
greater risk from the unscrupulous than they ever were before.

Adult oppression of the young has built two worlds - one for

adults, the other for children, 8ut the day is coming when this regime

will be recognised for what it is; a cruel system of apartheid based on
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Childhood SexualUy/Pidophilia

NDTgS A^D REFERENCES

/, ESCf\PE Fm CHILDHOOD: THE NEEDS m R16HTS OF CHILDREN, by John

Holt (Penguin Books, Middlesex, 1975),
2, See, for insUnce, Micheel Plhonte in THE R6E IRBOO, ed, by Dan

Tseng (Plyson Books, Boston, OSP/Say Men's Press, London, IBS/),
and Sally and Llona in 6IRLS PRE POBERFHL, ed. by Susan Heaisings
(Sheba Feminist Publishers, London, }$S2),

3. Let us be quite clear about the consequences of the systematic
inculcation of sex-negative values and the deprivation of
sex/sensuality in childhood. It causes paralysing feelings of
guilt and shame, sexual dysfunctions, neuroses, depression, and
numerous other mental/nervous disorders. The equation often runs

as follovs: oppression entails repression, and repression,
requiring some outlet, frequently manifests itself in psychological
disturbance, aggression, crime, and other antisocial behaviour. In
addition, it can also lead to unhealthy obsessions, and the only
sure may to cure these is to satisfy the desire vhose repression
caused them in the first place.

In his book, TOVPRDS P PSYCHQLOSY OF BEIN6 (Van Nostrand, Nee
York, 2nd. edn. 196$), Pbraham Maslom had some important things to
say on the character of obsessions; and Dr, Edvard Brongersma, the
Dutch researcher, made a fine analogy on the subject in his
treatise, ON LQVIN6 RELPTIONSHIPS, HOMPN PND HOMPNE (from CHILDHOOD
RI6HTS, Vol.l, No.2, PIE, 1978);

"I belong to a generation that still remembers vividly the
horrors of the last vinters of the var, 1944/5, vhen under Serman

occupation there vas almost no food and ve had to eat sugar beets
and tulip bulbs. In that period, food became an obsession; you
thought the vhole day about eating; you dreamed of a fine dinner;
and you looked at the illustrations in a cookbook as avidly and
greedily as if they mere pornography,
available after the var, hovever, this obsession disappeared,"

Pnd this is vhy the demands of people like homosexuals and
pedophiles mill never lead to a dangerous excess; because desires,

Ps soon as food became
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once met, vill then reassume a more natural and healthy position in

the human psyche - Reich vould have called it 'sex-economic self
regulation', fhe result, says Brongersma, “vill not be more

frequent sex; it vill be less frequent but better sex - more

dignified, more tender, more humane'. (Source as above.)

4, For those wishing to verify the points made in this paragraph, the

following studies are thoroughly recommended, though they do not
appear in any particular order, and represent only a small fraction
of the works which could be cited; 'Victim-precipitated Pidophilic
Offences', by h. Virkkunen (the BRITISH Mmi OF CRIHINOLOBY,
VolJS, No. 2, April IS75). 'Remarks on the Interaction of
Perpetrator and Victim', by Hans von Hontig (JOURNAL OF CHIN., LAO

i CRININ,, Vol.31, l$41). 'Ouelques Propos sur le Victimologie',
by R. Lafon (ANNALFS OF NPOFCIN LiSALF, Vol.4l, 1961).

'Victimologie et Criminilogie des Attentats Sexuels sur les Fnfants
et les Adolescents', by R. Lafon, J, Trivas, J. L. Faure i R.
Pouget (ANN. de HiO. LiB., Vol.41, 1961). 'The Reactions of
Children to Sexual Relations with Adults', by L, Bender & A. Blau

(AHFRICAN JOURNAL OF ORTHO-PSYCHIATRY, VoU, 1937). 'A Follow-up

Report on Children who had Atypical Sexual experience', by L,

Bender & A. L. Brugett (AHFR. J. of ORTHO., Vol.22, 1952). 'A

Study of Birl Sex Victims', by J. Oeiss, F. Rogers, C. H. Button, S
N. R. Oarwin (PSYCHIATRIC DUARTFRIY, Vol.29, !955). 'experiences
of 500 Children with Adult Sexual Deviation' J. T, Landis,

(PSYCHIATRIC OUARTFRLY, Vol.30, 1956). 'Die Bedeutung Sexueller
Attente auf Kinder unter !4 Jahren fur die Fntvicklung von

Beisteskrankheiter und Charakter Anomalien', by A, Rasmussen

(ACTA., PSYCHIAT., KBH, Vol.9, 1934). SFJ(UAL BFHAVIOUR IN THF
HUNAN FFNALF, by A. C. Kinsey, U. B. Pomeroy, C, F. Martin, S P.

Bebhard (U. B. Saunders, Philadelphia i London, 1953). SF/UAL
BFHAVIOUR IN THF HUNAN HALF, by A. Kinsey et al. (U. B. Saunders,
Philadelphia, 1948), '100 Sex Offences Against Children', by Flsa-
Brita Nordlund (STATENS OFFFNTLISA UTRFONINSAR, an official Swedish

government research publication, 1953). 'On Psychosexual
Development', by U. Simon 4 J. Bagnon (HANDBOOK OF THEORY AND
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I^ESEMCH IN S0CU\LISNU0N, ed. by 0. Soslin, Rsnd NcNslly, Chicago,
IS69). CHILE VICUHS OF SE)( OFFENCES, by J, C, N. Oibbens li J.

Prince (Institute for the Study i Ireatment of Delinquency, London,
1963). m SOY SEX OFFENDER m HIS LSTER CRREER, by L. J. Doshay

I’Srune i Stratton, 1943), 'De Betekenis i/an de Verleiding in
Homfeile Ontuikkelingen', by F. J. folsaa (FYSCHIRIRICRL-JURWICHL
SOCIETY JOrnSL, Rissterdaia, 1957), ‘The Nolfenden Report: Report
of the Comittee on Homosexual Offences 5 Prostitution', by J.

Oolfenden, et al (HtiSO, London, 1957), 'The Speijer Report; Rdvice
to the Netherlands Council of Health Concerning Homosexual

Relations uith tiinors', by the Speijer Committee (first pub. in
Holland, 1969),

5. Even the protection of babies and infants should not be of the
suffocating, restrictive variety, but should encourage grouth and
freedom, as far as possible.

6. By children, I refer to girls just as much as boys, for sexual
liberation vill never be accomplished if girls are omitted from the

Their exclusion mould, instead, only reinforceprogramme,

discrimination and inequality by perpetuating a classist society.
Though I accept that, at present, there are important differences
in rearing betveen boys and girls, I contend that true
sexual/social liberation must include girls as veil as boys.

7, in matters requiring considerable skill, it may be justifiable to
set tests for capability, as Holt suggests in ESCRPE FRQH
CHILDHOOD.

S, In his study of padophiles, C. H, HcCaghy suggested that this vas
the precise reason vhy childlovers have so much general success

vith children; because they "see children as 'significant
others' vhose judgements and appreciation are crucial for the
adult's self-concepts, Such adults mould not jeopardise their
self-concepts by committing acts vhich mould detract from the
child's regard for them',

HcCaghy's treatise vas its title; 'Child Molesters;
their Careers as Deviants' (in H, B. Clinard & R, ^uinney's Teds,]

CRIMML BEHmOOR SYSTEMS, pub. by Holt, Rinehart i Binston, Nev
York, 1967),

The only unfortunate thing about
R Study of
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9. It need hardly be said that sex education should also stress the

inportance of responsible attitudes, equality (not sameness),

respect for the other, and of course, sex vithin the context of

loving relationships.
10, See, for exasple, SEX IN HlSJQRf, by fUex Comfort (Penguin/Pelican,

Niddlesex, 1964).

}}. PRITERNS OF SEXURL BEHmOOR, by C. S. Ford S F. R. Beach (Eyre &

Spottisuoode, 1952),
12. In sexually restrictive cultures, the taboo on pedophilia is so

strong, and penalties so severe, that most people - despite the

fact they may possess them - von't aliov themselves to even think

about having pedophilic inclinations, let alone admit to them.

Hovever, in more sex-positive societies, as Ford i Beach shov,

eroticism betveen adults and children is often a recognised and
accepted fact of life.

The noted researcher, Nilhelm Stekel, also vieved pedophilic
impulses as natural,

(pedophilia) must be regarded as a normal component of the sexual
drive. fhe sexual stimulus that proceeds from children is all

the more remarkable because, for many centuries, ve have done our

best to desexualise the child and to regard it as something holy."

PRTTERNS OF PSYCHQSEXURL INFmiLlSN (Liveright, Neu York, 1952.)
Brongersma agrees, "Nearly every man and moman has a percentage of
pedophilic tendencies in him or her; it is a question of more or

less," ’Pidophilia; the Person' (NR6P1E, No. 10, PIE, 1977.)
13. In PSYCHOPRIHIR SEXURLIS (first edn., StOttgart, lS86/l2th edn.

pub. by F. J. Rebman, Ne« York, 1906).

14. 'Pedophilia', by Renb de Yoss (NIEUHE REYU, No.44, November 2nd,

1979, Holland). Interestingly enough, a letter to PIE from one of

its former vomen members agrees vith most of the points made by
Rnnemieke, In this letter, she claimed to knot/ at least four other

female pedophiles, and admitted to having had a number of sexual

relationships vith both boys and girls in Eastern lands. On pages
3-4, she vrote; "It has alvays been a knovn fact that many males
are sexually attracted to the young. But for some unknovn reason

it has never been admitted that there are also many female

"Rs far as I am able to trace, it
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pidophiles, This is, in sons vsys, similir to sasturbstion. It

has alvays been shouted around hov the aiajority of boys and grovn
tten enjoy this, but nothing vas ever heard of female masturbation,
young or old, I suppose ve females are able to keep our unusual

loves and sexual tastes a secret longer than males can, " (Letter to

PIE February Wth, IE75,)

On this point, it is only fair to mention that there is a

considerable body of opinion vhich suggests that mm pedophiles
are not, in fact, as common as men, advocates of this school of

thought maintain that this is] in part at least, due to the psycho

physiology of the adult voman, in that maximum sexual
gratification, in many cases, tends to proceed from deep

penetration - a function that many children could not properly
satisfy, tlhatever, it is likely that this stems from cultural

and/or social conditioning processes,
Pustin Pedophile Study Sroup (Texas, dSP, July, I9SS),
One of the real reasons mhy people do not openly defend child-

lovers is, of course, fear; fear of the possible consequences to

themselves. It is a sad reflection on our society vhen people feel
forced to betray their most basic principles and beliefs so as not

to offend the bullies of the state,

consequence of giving too much power to governments who are now, in
most cases, the masters of the people rather than their servants.

Readers should be perfectly clear about what / am saying here, It
is an undisputed fact that early feminists, such as Josephine
Butler, took a leading role in the formation of ages of consent

laws. No-one doubts the sincerity of their crusade to reduce child

prostitution. The trouble was that they unwittingly helped in a

process which also had the effect of desexualising children still
further.

See, for example, I mn mT I PH; SPf TEENP6ERS m THE LRU

(already cited), and ONE TEENE6ER IN TEN (already cited),
'Of Nen and Little Boys' (BODY POLITIC, Canada, July/Pugusi, 1972
issue).

SE)( IN HISTORY, by 6, R, Taylor (Thames ^ Hudson, New York, I9S7),

IS.

IS.

This is an inevitable

17.

IB.

19.

20.
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21. 'A Fev Naxiss for the Instruction of the Over-educated', by Oscar
tliJde (orig. pub, in the SHWmf RFl^IEU).

22. I/SES OF WE EROTIC, by Rudre Lorde (Out & Out Books, Nev York,
I97S),

The follouing is a list of books and articles consulted for this

chapter and recomended for further reading: CHILOREN'S SEML

THINKINS, by Ronald i Juliette Ooldaan (Routledge i Kegan Paul,
London, 1982). CHILDHOOD m SEmLITY, by E, H. Erikson
(Triad/Sranada-Paladin Books, London, 19771, HOHOSEmLITY; POyER

RND POLITICS, ed. by Say Left Collective (Rilison S Busby, London
/9S0J.

(THE JOmRL OF SE7 RESERRCH, i/ol.2, Ho.3, Rugust, J975), THE

FRRTHER PERCHES OF HUHRH HRTJRE, by R. H. Haslov (Viking Press
USR, 197}).

1967/Corgi Paperbacks, London, 1968), IHTIHRTE BEHRVIOl/R, by D.
Morris (J. Cape, !97l/Corgi, !972). THE HOHRH ZOO, by D. Morris

U. Cape, 1969/Corgi, I97I), BRBY RHD CHILD CRRE, by Benjaisin

Spock (Slant Cardinal/Pocket Books, Heu York, 1966 - orig. pub.
under title of THE COMMOHSEHSE BOOK OF BRBY RHD CHILD CRRE, 1945).
TOyRRDS R PERSPECTIVE FOR BOY-LOVERS, by Den H, Hichols (Editorial

Creative Products, Lansing, Michigan, 1976), 6R0HIHS UP RBSURD, by
Paul Soodaan (Vintage Books, Random House, HY, 19S6), CELEBRRTIOH

OF RURREHESS, by Ivan Illich (Calder 5 Boyars, London, 197I), THE

SEHSUOUS CHILD, by Hal M. Hells (Scarborough Books, HY, 1978).

'Sexual Offences, Consent and Sentencing', by R. Ualsisley & K.
Uhite, Home Office research study. Ho. 54 (HUSO, London, 1979).

BISE/URLITY; R STUDY, by Charlotte Uolff (Ruartet Books, London,

1977). THE BISEXURL QPTIOH, by F. Klein (Priam Books, Rrbor House,
HY, 1978). FIRST RISHTS: R 6UIDE TO LE6RL RI6HTS FOR Y0UH6 PEOPLE,
by M. Rae, P. Hevitt 5 B. Hugill (HCCL, London, 1981). SUMMERHILL,
by R. S. Heill (Penguin-Pelican, Middlesex, 1968 - first pub. by
Victor Soliancz, London, 1962), THE SEXURL BEHRVIOUR OF Y0UH6

PEOPLE, by Michael Schofield (Penguin-Pelican, 1968 - first pub. by
Longmans, 1965). THE TUISUHS LRHE; SOME SEX OFFEHDERS, by Tony
Parker (Hutchinson, London, 1969),
E. Brongersma (old DRY HEUS, Ho. 128),

23.

'Rn Enquiry Rmong a Sroup of Pidophiles', by Dr. F. Bernard

THE HRKED RPE, by Desmond Morris (Jonathan Cape,

‘Of Ho Concern to Others', by
'Hicer Than PIE', by Tim
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Brovn (Tfif LEimER, No.40, August, 1S80). 'Pover and Psdophilii',
by Eric Presland (SBY NOISE, No, 3, Oece^ber 4th, }3S0), 'Sex Under
Sixteen: foung Homo Talk Pbout the Consent ia^' (SPPPE NIB,
No.lOS, July, 138}). 'Teaching Sexuality', by Jane Rule (BODY
POLITIC, Canada, June, 1373), 'Bomen and Pedophilia', by Jody
Efterson (SAY CONfWNITY NEBS (Australia), November, 1382), 'Sexual

Politics, The Neu Right, and The Sexual Fringe', by Sayle Rubin
(THE LEAPIN6 LESBIAN, February, 1378), ‘Consensual Acts', by Anna

Ourell (CAPITAL SAY, London, September 24th, 1382), 'Pedophilia is
a Lesbian Issue', by Christine Holland (BODY POLITIC, June, 1382),
'Replace the Age of Consent', by Sitaon Raven (FORJH Mgaiine,
\fol,13, No, 7, London, 1380), ‘The Importance of Being Children',
by Keith R. Hose (QUQRIJN magazine. Spring, London, 1375), 'Honica-
philia', by Ray Broun (FORUH magazine, Bol,12, No, 7, London, 1373),
'You Shoe He Yours and I'll Shou You Nine', by Richard Louv

(PLAYSIRL AOYISER, February, 1377). PFOOPHILIA AND PUBLIC NQRALS,
ed, by Dave Landau, Tim Broun, Eduard Bell 3 Peter Norman (Campaign
Against Public Norals, CAPN, London, 1380), SE/; FACTS, FRAUDS AND
FOLLIES, by Thomas Szasz (Basil Slackuell, Oxford, 1381),
'Pregnant at School', ed, by Dame Nargaret Niles et al (National
Council for One Parent Families, September, 1373), SEJ, POLITICS
AND SOCIETY; THE RE6ULATI0N OF SEJUALITY SINCE 1890, by Jeffrey

Beeks (Longmans, Essex, 1381), THE LITTLE RED SCHOOLBOOK by Spren
Hansen & Jesper Jensen (Stage 1, London, 1371/orig, pub, 1363/70,
Denmark), THE SE/UAL LIFE OF THE CHILD, by A. Noll (Nacmillan,

London, 1312), PSYCH0L06Y OF SEX; A NANUAL FOR STUDENTS, by

Havelock Ellis (Emerson Books, NY, 1346), CHILDHOOD AND SEXUALITY,
by Stevi Jackson (Basil Blackuell, Oxford, 1384),
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THE OPERES3IOH

OE THE YOURG:

Axi xTisicie jD^irs jDeo't ±ve

by JEFF msON

(\s mentioned eirlisr, the crusade for the rights of children and
young people is a 'relatively' nev one, and as vith all nev soveiBents,

it is having its fair share of teething problems,

opinion, even among advocates, serve only to remind us that there is
still a long vay to go; that the debate is still only in its initial
stages,

Differences of

Inevitably, much of vhat has been said and vritten thus far on the

issue has stemmed from older adults. Clearly, they have an important

role to play, but in the end, young people themselves vill need to

defend their ovn ground. 7he least ue can do, as adults, is to listen

and, yes, to learn from mha they have to say.

In many parts of the vorld, youth groups have organised to raise
levels of consciousness ani to challenge adult privilege. In England,

one such group is the Bay 'outh hovement (BYd). I asked Jeff Yernon, a

spokesperson, uhat BYd def.ned as children's rights; vhat it identified
as the causes of young pecole's oppression; and vhat needed to be done

to rectify the situation,

Writing from a gay perspective, he discusses the 'institution' of

childhood, then concentrates on three areas; education, the family, and
social vork,

themselves, it is my fervent hope that others mill follov the example.

Ds an exercise in letting young people speak for

~ed.
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The Oppression of the Young

Introduction: The GYh Charter

Principles:

The liberation of lesbians and gay ten inplicitly requires the

liberation of voenen and all other oppressed groups, including sexual
linorities such as transsexuals, transvestites, and pedophiles

requires a society where all forins of consensual sexual activity are

regarded as equally valid, and the eventual abolition of all ages of
consent for consensual sexual acts, regardless of sex, sexuality, or

This

age

The proper funtion of education, both in school and in the hosie, is to
encourage the developiient and expression of free and inforned opinions,

Young people aust have freedom from the control of the family and the

state, insofar as such control is due to their age, status, sex or
sexuality,

Young people must have the right to full expression of their sexuality

and acceptance and acknowledgement of that sexuality,

Young people must have the right to associate freely with people of

their choice. In particular, they must not be kept isolated from adult
lesbians and gay men,

Young people must have the same right to freedom of belief, opinion,

assembly, and expression as other members of the population, This must

include the right for all young people to organise themselves
independently of adults,

Young people need economic independence from adults, including parents.
This means the right to jobs, state benefits, and grants at all levels
of education.
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The Oppression of the Young

fi ooy discovered appraising his fatner's penis will findworkers

himself in a child guidance clinic and the father may ne prosecuted, in
adolescence, legal intervention in people's sexuality oegins in earnest
and the young adult is now forced to face tne added hazards of care
orders and prosecutions.

Adults have devised for children a programme of vocational Doredom;

compulsory schools, homework, household cnores, oedtime, junx food,
playgrounds where one doesn't disturb adults and where one mixes only
with people of one's own age, religion, and piano lessons; no choice
about clothes, d^cor, shopping expeditions, visits to and from
relatives, etc, The reason? To maintain a dull, complacent, teriainaily
unaware population of people under sixteen.

Adults just can't accept that children might have desires, values
and aspirations in conflict with their own, Very young children,
especially, are forced to put up with their parents' psychological
engineering. New parents don't question wnat they do because of the
smug conviction that their every repressive act is an expression of
love, And anyway, who's going to find out or care if they locx their
children in their rooms, force-feed them, confine them to the nouse, vet
their friends for them, exploit their financial dependence, threaten or

terrify their pets, assault them, humiliate them, or give them sleeping
drugs? The child is supposed to show gratitude, otherwise this is

regarded as 'sulking' and is also punished.

The purpose of childhood as an institution is to prepare young

people for the economic and moral imperatives of the era, There is a

strange duality here: on the one hand, it is supposed that children
will go along with all this because somehow it's in their constitution,

At the same time, it is recognised that children are potential

dissidents, and that without the 'civilising influence' of their

parents, John and Tracy would be off somewnere orchestrating hell on
wheels The sad truth is that many young people believe their parents

are among the worst things that happened to them
not going to change until adults change their attituoes to children

This alienation is

Betrayal of YouthPage 1%
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The Oppression of the Young

nodern schooling very well; "Pupils should be made aware of the

importance to Britain of the wealth-creating process,
IK 1 >

Even if the language of education theory, with its talk about

conformity and industriousness, were radically different the school

structure would, on its own, still cofnniunicate a particular view of the

way the world should be organised: a special building sequestered away

from the cofimunity; adults in authority, adults as experts; timetables;

syllabi; bells; mealtimes; segregated ages; assessments; grades; exams;

reports etc, host school leavers know they are points on a mark sheet,

judged by authority, but never judging it,

The education system has engendered a powerful myth; performance,

success and intelligence are ail individual attributes, the products of
one's unconscious, or even of one's genes, They are emphatically not

the results of assessment criteria, opportunity, or teachers'

preconceived ideas as to what is desirable, Teachers, administrators,
quackiatrists all magnify the individual approach, If one doesn't

respond well to it, if one doesn't like being assaulted by teacher when

homework isn't of the requisite standard, if one fails to pass exams,
then It IS the fault of the individual

individualism becomes a sinister philosophy since it justifies personal

scrutiny of every person in a classroom, This is ostensibly for benign

reasons - to assess areas of need, to monitor progress, Rarely is it
asked, 'What is need?' because certain standards are taken for granted,
and they are white, male, middle class, heterosexual, able-bodied

standards. The teacher assesses by how much a child deviates from the

norm and compensates accordingly, correcting pronunciation, criticising

style of dress, commenting on the way one holds one's pen, remarking

that some girls are too 'boisterous' and boys 'cissy'.

In this sense, then

The needs only mean anything in relation to the workbench or

kitchen sink the pupil is expected to inherit, and in both cases what is
needed is a docile, guaranteed non-thinking labourer
starts early on. Schoolchildren have to be passive and contained, and
this too is now considered 'normal

The training

so that at the first sign of
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Tne Oppression of tiie Young

and the nation's heaitn, whereupon the state can deploy its social

workers to harass people,

The family's sentimental appeal is well known and can De exploited

by politicians who wish to distract attention from industrial disputes;

there are more votes to be made out of gurgling at a oaby than holding
talks with a group of striking workers
sacred

and economics

The family is considered

inviolable, a sanctuary from the hurly-burly of world politics
It ISindividual couples

resistant to change and perpetuates its own ideas iexcept tnai tnose

ideas are really those of the Establishment)

system, people have fairly strictly defined roles, and everyone relates

to others in a controlled, dishonest way,

and selfish consumers

Witnm this artificial

Families - or rather, the superstitions attachec to them, even if
one IS part of some oppositional arrangement - are a neat prescription

for the oppression of everyone in them, They are there to ensure that

children go to school, are inculcated with guilt, and are not ruOe or

'delinquent'. They provide the origin, food and shelter for the day
inmates of educational establishments.

In times of threat, the establishment can seem very accommodating
in building up morale, One example is the expansion of state oenefils
and public services after wars, to make people more efficient workers

and soldiers for capitalism, This provision can also be retracted,

again in the name of the family 'We support the family, so

housewives will just have to look after the new-born, the very old, the

sick, and the disabled while we demolish hospitals and nurseries,'

If domestic considerations aoout who does tne laundry, who feeds
the baby, and who earns the money, etc,, are going to change, then

employment practices will have to be very carefully moniiored and
directed, and de-legislation of family and welfare payment laws will
have to proceed, All privileges pertaining to marriage, 'couplenood'

and heterosexuality, will either need to be abolished, or will be
discretionary. All this implies more state intervention than I wouid oe
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The Oppression of the Voung

John "! don't know, Uhat's supposed to he unpleasant
about it?"

Resiarchsr; "Is there something that you'd rather really

not do? You find it ail so nice hut perhaps there is still
something vhere you think, 'Veil, I really do have a little
trouble uith this, ' or, 'Yes, I think that's an unpleasant
side '?"

John: “No, llarcel has always told aie if you oo something
you don't want to do you always have to say so, But I have
no trouble with it, He likes to do it and I like to do

' (G)it

(John, aged V3)

hy first homosexual experience was when I was 13, but I'd
realised earlier that there was something different
fact someone called me lesbian when I was 8 - at school we

used to grab each other, I was shocked; 1 knew what it
meant	

In

I've four brothers and a sister, all older than me, and

nieces and nephews, One nephew of 20 thinks I'm mentally

sick and one of my brothers thinks it's a big joke. Another

brother is excited at the idea of watching me have sex with

a woman. A third brother plays at being bisexual. He
recently left a message for me: 'Lesbians are mentally
retarded'	

People at school know, and a few tease me, They say,
'Get lost you queer' and make other nasty comments, I told
a teacher that I was depressed and that I was a lesbian,

She was very liberal and thought it fantastic that I could

tell her. She didn't say anything about it being a 'phase'

One day the truant officer came into my bedroom. She
realised I was gay and wanted me to see a psychiatrist, I
refused," (H)

(Elizabeth, aged 15)
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The Oppression of the Young

Postscript References

((\) Frm 'i/e do not recognise Uieir right to control us

Liberation of M /^rbor (WE CHILOREN'S R16HTS dOVEdENT, ed, by 8.

S R. Bross, Rnchor/DoubJeday, dev fork, 1377).
(B) Bitto

(C) Ditto

(0) From 'Children Stri/ce' (CHmSIdG CHILDHOOD, ed. by dartin Hoyles,

Writers S Readers Publishing Co-operative, London, 1373).
(E) From 6IRLS RRE POi/ERFUL.' YOUdS HOdEd'S HRIUdOS FROd 'SHORE RIB',

ed, by Susan Hemmings (Sheba Feminist Publishers, London, I3S2),

(F) From BOYS SPEOK OUT Qd dOd/BQY iOYE (dOdBLO, dev York, 1381),
(6) Source: THE SEMI OSPECT OF PEDOPHILE RELOJIQdS, by Theo Sandfort

(Pan/Spartacus, /Amsterdam, 1382).
(H) Source; BREOKIdC THE SILEdCE; SOY TEEdOSERS SPEOK FOR THEdSELYES

(JCfSr, London, 1381).

(I) From 'Looking at the Oge of Consent Lav' (6IRLS ORE POWERFUL, as
(E) above).

Youth
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PIE; PROM XQBO

UNTIL ITS DEMISE I3ST 1Q35

by STEVEN fi, SMITH

The nose of PIE has cropped up several tines in this collection. Since

the group had, in its tine, been so thoroughly misunderstood and mis

represented, it vas deemed only fair to ailou Steve Smith, its last
chairperson, an opportunity to redress the balance. Accordingly, he nov
takes up the story from where Tom O'Carroll left off, -ed.

Questions of Priority

It seemed to ine, when I succeeded O'Carroll as chairperson in 1979,
that the most sensible order of business for PIE was firstly to regulate
its internal affairs (MAGPIE

ay own fault - and aeabers were receiving nothing else of value from the
group); secondly to begin an energetic recruitaent drive to replenish
our depleted executive cofiiaittee; thirdly to formulate collectively a
coherent body of policies on key issues; and fourthly to tackle our

campaigning objectives as a group, rather than as one or two individuals
speaking on behalf of the group

occasional CHE branch, student gaysoc or academic conference, what I

wanted to see was PIE producing a manifesto on video for the widest

possible circulation (as GYM had done), or trying for 'codimunity access'
slots on TV and local radio, or producing posters and broadsheets aimeo

at the public rather than potential members, or even working in concert
With the NUSS (the now-defunct National Union of School Students) to

redress the steady flow of anti-pidophile propaganda which the police
were imparting to schools all over the UK,

C I i

was appearing very erratically - partly

More than simply addressing an
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8abel hasn't Built in a Dav

In August 1980 PIE circulated an Open Letter among every known
pedophile group in Europe, Scandinavia and North America, and also to
prominent individuals such as Dr. Edward 8rongersaa, Or, Frits Bernard,

Drs, Theo Sandfort, and Valida Davila of CSC (Childhood Sensuality
Circle), The letter outlined an ambitious, some would say grandiose,

proposal for a new transnational pedophile federation through which
member groups would collaborate on material projects and share resources
at the same time as working towards a common philosophical platform, As
I wrote in HA6PIE 15, "Much more than a simple mutual aid society, such
a federation would be the consolidation of a coherent international

pedophile and children's liberation movement out of the present chaos of
tiny national groups working largely oblivious of one another", This
initiative was very much a personal commitment of my own - my committee

colleagues were not all so inspired by this euro-vision, I had learned
through PIE that there were groups in Denmark, Germany, Sweden,
Switzerland, Portugal, Belgium, yet we knew virtually nothing about
these people and their organisations, what they were doing in their own

countries, or how their political analyses differed from that of PIE,

Any contact we had established had been of a token kind, genuine in

spirit but superficial in practice, so it was safe to assume that these
groups were in the same state of ignorance about us, It seemed

important to me that a full and penetrating dialogue be established at
least with the strongest of them.

ye mustered a few

members to translate from French, Berman and Dutch for us, but although

our files were brimming with magazines from these groups we could hardly

ask people to translate whole magazines, and in any case one could not

always rely on forming an accurate view of a group's thinking merely by

reading its general literature, (There had been no language barrier for
Tom O'Carroll when he represented PIE at an Oslo conference 'Amnesty for

Love and Affection' hosted by the Norwegian group, NAFP, in 1979, There

had even been discussions there on forming a new

international group called 'Amnesty for Child Sexuality'

Inevitably, there were language obstacles,

broad-based

but nothing
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had coiie of this,)

The Open Letter included a proposal for an early 'suMit'

conference of interested groups to discuss the general concept of an
IGA-type alliance, and areas of practical collaboration between us, The
lost enthusiastic responses we received came from people and groups who

had least to gain from the proposed alliance; "I am in complete
agreement with your plans," wrote Valida Oavila; "Some people are ruined
by oppression and persecution, and others are fired to fight back,
see your committee has chosen the latter road
an international association for pedophiles excellent

Sweden; "If there is anything we can do to support, never hesitate to
Pasteur J, Doucfe of the Centre du Christ Lib^rateur, Pans,

wrote; "If I can be of any help in the formation of an international
pmdophile fellowship please let me know," An anarchist commune for
young people in Nuremberg, the Indianner, said that although they had
deep reservations about the German group, OSAP, they still wished to
"join a basic forum" with us,

I

"We think the idea of

wrote REVOLT of

ask

The groups themselves were not prepared to take a lead. They
wanted to see PIE set up the conference itself
demonstration of the poor grasp our friends had on the political
realities for PIE? We were possibly the only group among them which was
unable to hold a general meeting for its own members without grave risk
of injury to those attending, and prosecution of the organisers, After
the events of 1977 for PIE, did anyone seriously expect an international
pedophile conference to be permitted in the UK? NAMBlA chose to "wait
and see what leadership develops on these concepts'. The pedophile wing
of the Dutch civil rights umbrella organisation, NVSH, felt that their
priorities should be domestic, and that international co-ordination
should be left to the auspices of the IGA itself. NAFP in Norway

"sympathised" but wanted "more concrete ideas".

What better

(e >

The first months of the following year saw the emergence in France

of a new pedophile organisation - the Groupe de Recherche pour une

Enfance Diff^rente - and four of us from PIE sped along to its
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inaugural congress in Noversber, Also present on that occasion were

David Thorstad representing NAflBLA, Frits Bernard representing OSAP, and

a member of the Belgian Pedophile Studygroup, The atmosphere at that
opening day was something I had not experienced before even at PIE's
1978 AGH ' an intensity, an electric urgency of expression that welled

as much from the floor as from the platform, The strength of the 6RED

committee was plain to see, as one after another they all addressed the

meeting with equal vigour and self-assurance, and everyone in that

packed hall (including, to our delight, a handful of women pedophiles)

was involved, not quietly receiving the transmitted wisdoms of the
committee With the promise of an imminent reduction in France's

homosexual 'age of consent' from eighteen to fifteen, the liberation of

children was for these people far from a remote utopian objective,

I came away from that conference profoundly frustrated, both with
the inadequacy of PIE and my own inadequate French, I went to listen,

but came away having understood little that I'd heard. I went to

contribute my views, but came away without having said a word. I went

to take part, but was obliged merely to observe. It's not entirely
unreasonable, of course, that a French group meeting in France should

conduct its meeting in French, but I had rather hoped that, at least in

the workshop on international collaboration, some concession would be

made to a humble Anglophone like myself, Unfortunately, GRED's English
was only a little better than my French, One might think such a lesson

in futility would have made me reconsider the practicality of
collaboration on the level suggested by the Open Letter but, on the
contrary, I felt all the more keenly how much we had to gain from a
close dialogue and mutual co-operation with people such as 6RED, if we

left them with a rather poor understanding of PIE and what we had to

deal with over here, that was entirely our own fault, of course, but
even among the extrovert committee of GREO, and in its journal, PETIT
GREDIN, there was a hint of the same parochialism displayed by the NVSH
pidophiles and others, confining their analysis of the problems and

solutions within national boundaries, Perhaps PIE was unique in this

respect - that more than half our membership lived abroad, scattered

among twenty or so countries, and it was plain to us that the ignorance
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materialised among us, It was rather too facile to apply to us the

logic of gay and feminist activism, as though the realities were no

different for a padophile coming out in a iniiitant way, Every risk that
a gay or lesbian accepts in entering a career of sexual politics, on

whatever level, is multiplied many times for a pedophile doing likewise,

It is a simple equation of greater risks equalling fewer volunteers,
Beyond this rather elementary observation, it is in the nature of

pedophilia that the greater number of us will channel their whole

energies into working with and for children (however misguidediy),

whether this be as youth workers, teachers, nurses or, yes, as

scoutleaders, Individuals who would have been of immense value to a

group such as PIE either never contemplated joining because their

attention was squarely focussed on working with the young, or shied away

from deeper commitment for fear the publicity would disable them from
continuing such work

inadvertently abet the social conditioning of youth, but they are
sincere in the belief that their work is beneficial and constructive.

The essential point is that a padophile's natural first loyalty is to
children - not to other pidophiles,

True, many of these people themselves

Unlike gays and feminists, who seek the company of people like
themselves for social and sexual reasons, and then develop a political
consciousness within that society, drawing strength from their community
for 'coming out' and embarking on political work, padophiles do not tend

to gravitate so readily into one another's company, (those that vould,
have no means of doing so, of course) and the breeding medium for
radicalisation is so much less fertile for this often-overlooked reason.

In the company of a thirteen year old boy one can learn a good deal
about the realities of powerlessness and dependence and the frustration

of being thirteen in this society - all the more so from a girl - but
this is a long way from assimilating a commitment to political struggle.
The younger the children a pedophile seeks for company, the more this
argument applies,

Thanks in large part to PIE, some pedophiles did befriend one

another, but all too often in such meetings the differences of
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perspective were more apparent than the congruences, There mas a
commonality of interest without a commonality of awareness, Therefore
among pedophiles this consciousness has to be cultivated in an

altogether more deliberate and artificial way. Those pedophiles who
regard themselves (sometimes mistakenly) as the most revolutionary are
generally those that move largely in gay circles. Dndoubtedly, coming

out as a pedophile via the gay movement increases one's exposure to
radical thought - though anyone acquainted with CHE might laugh at this
- but it may also leave one with a smug and false sense of security.

While my own sexual tastes extend to eighteen or nineteen year old
guys, I confess I never had much inclination to join a gay group or

frequent any gay clubs, I think my perspective might have been rather

less parochial if I had, but this is to illustrate that there are many

padophiles like myself who wish to work in close harmony vith gay
society, not to join it. To those who say, "So why didn't PIE make more
effort towards a rapprochement with radical gay groups?* I reply, "Why
didn't the stronger, more numerous, and better-equipped gay groups

approach PIE with advice, criticism, active support, even when we were
reeling in the wake of an Old Bailey trial?* Why should we have nad to
make all the running? Let me cite one or two instances of the positive
vibrations PIE was receiving from the mighty 'V .

At the 2nd annual conference of the 16A (Barcelona, 1980), the only

group to abstain from a general motion calling on member organisations
to support padophile groups more vigorously was Britain’s CHE, who
insisted on their exception being noted for the record, At OYM's 1982

lobby of Parliament (which only twelve of some four hundred flPs felt
obliged to attend), it was a vice-president of CHE, hartin Stevens, HP
(Conservative, needless to say), who favoured the retention of the
homosexual age of consent at twenty-one (for males), whilst others
present were quite willing to negotiate an initial reduction to
eighteen, Stevens' rationale - if we may dignify it by that term - was
that if homosexual behaviour was legally sanctioned among teenagers,

"teenagers might in later years regret their youthful flings".
Similarly, at the ISA's 1983 Vienna conference, it was Michael Brown of
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PIE in the Face of Fleet Street

Journalism is one of those unsavoury professions - advertising is

another - in which an individual's potential for success is inversely

proportional to that person's scruples. Note that 1 do not say there

are no journalists of conscience or integrity in Fleet Street, only that
such people had never been to the fore when the focus of attention was

on PIE, or pedophile matters, or rights (in their totality) of people
under sixteen, and that such exotic blooms must seem strange indeed in

that arid, thorny habitat. Doubtless there remains one detective at

Scotland Yard who really believes the police are the servants of the

community, and not its warders; or doubtless Thatcher has one Cabinet

flinister who genuinely believes in equality of opportunity, These are

all, however, statistical freaks, If we find journalism itself to be
venal and corrupt - as I believe it is - then this is a profound cause
for alarm As one American comnentator observed succinctly, (but
glibly), "The news media have become Orwell's 8ig Brother of '1981' -
all pervasive, all influencing. The freedom of the press is eating away
the freedom of the individual".

Television long ago supplanted religion as the opiate of the
working class, and most of the criticisms 1 make here of the press apply

with equal force to the broader media, notably television. There is a

disturbing trend towards tabloid-style presentation in TV news

programmes, with the same crass, superficial coverage, the same rampant
sexism and imperious moral tone, and the same calculated imbalance,

Recent reports, for example, of a mother seeking legal compulsion on

doctors to inform parents before prescribing contraceptives to girls
under sixteen were in\'iriably followed or preceded by progress reports

from police investigating the sexual murder of a five year old girl,
Such Judicious editorial Juxtapositions are common, (A contemporary
report in a local Harrow paper on similar demands from the 'Harrow Child

and Family Protection Group' appeared on the same front page as an

overtly sexist pin-up - of a fifteen'fear old girl,)

As to the quality of the coverage - in a Central TV news report on
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PiE: Froffl 1980 until its Oefiuse

It was an open secret anong anyone close to the EC that for four

years I was eraployeo by a firia of electrical contractors, Complete

haintenance Ltd,, to monitor a control panel of alarm systems at the

Home Office, Uestminster. The job entailed practically no work on my

part, beyond attending the panel, and in effect I had a furnished office

completely to myself seven days a week on a rotating shift basis, Much
of PIE'S less sensitive file material was stored in locked cabinets

there, where no police raid would ever have found them. Each year my

security clearance was reviewed by Scotland Yard without my connection

with PIE being discovered

marvellous snook could not be cocked forever, and sure enough the NOTU

got hold of this information eventually. The paper contacted the Home

Office immediately, of course, and gleefully drew this oversight to
their attention

I'd known from the start that such a

My security clearance was cancelled on the spot, my
employers notified, and I found myself not sacked - but 'rendered

without employment' - on the same day that reporter Alex Marunchak

greeted me on my doorstep
headline,

Child Sex Boss in yhitehall Shock' ran the

And what do you suppose? - "Heme Office security chiefs knew all

about Steven Adrian Smith's links with PIE", claimed the report; "A Home

Office spokesman said, 'We're aware of Smith's background, and since the
NEWS OF THE WORLD contacted us he has been told he's no longer
acceptable to us. He no longer works here. It would be true to say
that he would still be here if you hadn't been in touch,

bit of official face-saving apart, Marunchak went on to concoct a brief

interview with myself. Instead of slamming the door in his face, which
I seem to recall having done, I appear to have told him (with a swirl of

my opera cloak), "Yes, I'm the chairman of PIE, So you've found out!"
and so on. There was possible libel here too, for he alleged that at an

EC meeting I had "bragged of (my) relationships with boys and urged
members to organise a 'dirty weekend' with children at a south coast

hotel," This is imputing to me a specific criminality, but nonetheless
- we were advised by a solicitor - whether I won a libel suit or not,
and I stood every chance of doing so, that the sympathies of the jury
would be wholly against me, and any damages derisory,

i

This silly
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PIE: Fi’oift 1980 until its Oeffiiss

seen!) It was no coincidence that the three coiuRiittee ietnbers who were

to be raided by the Obscene Publications Squad, almost exactly a year
later, were Oavid Joy, Peter Bremner and Lee Edwards, Not content with

publishing our addresses, the DAILY STAR earned photos of our homes

too, for greater ease of identification by neighbourhood vigilantes,

KUffis’ armies, and neo-fascist groups,

The text itself was rather lame, even amusing in comparison to the

previous year's NOTy extravaganza, and only of interest for the crude,
obvious manner in which colour was added, To convey the impression of

PIE as a shifty, back-street organisation, our homes were variously

described as "dingy", "seedy", and "an old mansion that comes straight

from a horror movie", heatings were arranged, it said, "through a
complicated exchange of letters and coded telephone calls" using "secret

codes and passwords", This was total fantasy and a familiar lie printed
about the group - arrangements were far more mundane and prosaic than

that. I'm afraid, Oxley knew that no pornography had been handed round
at the meetings, but he was determined to create that impression at
least; "Various pedophile books and magazines were mentioned and passed

around" he hinted darkly. As I remember, Oxley took away one of these

magazines himself for closer inspection, and never returned it - it was
the latest issue of PAN (Pado-Alert-News).

The news-gathering tactics of the DAILY STAR rate a mention here,

Ue learned later that they had used menaces toward several children in

Lee's home street who would not answer their questions (Lee was staying
with a family at the time, and the two daughters were tailed by the

press for several days), Uhen this proved fruitless, they set up a

couple of young boys to accost Lee in the High Street and make

conversation just long enough for him to be photgraphed from a parked
car across the road (Even when he called on me, Henderson had
attempted to force his way into my house,) It was a standard routine

for reporters on this kind of story to make a point of visiting all
one's neighbours and filling their heads with who-knows-what horrific
yarns

appeared, but as Lee is an ex-boxer he managed to send his assailant
There was a knife attack on Lee shortly after the story
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PIE; From 1980 until its Oenuse

NOTES AMD REFERENCES

/, A journal of PIE.

2, Lea Edvards vas later alleged (though unproven) to have given or
sold confidential information about FIE and its members to the NEifS

OF THE i/OPLO, vhich published the details, much of them erroneous,

in a front page splash.

3. / refer, of course, to the notorious Conspiracy to Corrupt Public
Morals trials of early 13$!,

4. fom O'Carroll (Peter Oven, London, 1380),
5. 'Men Loving Boys Loving Men', by Oerald Hannon (BOOf POLITIC,

March/April, 13/3),
6. It vas Kenneth Clarke in CIVILISATION vho said that “Nearly all the

upvard steps in the history of civilisation have been
internationalist steps. “

7. CAPITAL BAY (duly !5th, !3$3).

8. CONTACT! vhich vas edited by myself, vas the internal bulletin of
PIE.

3. PEDOPHILIA; SOME OJESTIONS AND ANSVERS, (PIE, 1373).
10. EVIDENCE ON THE LAO RELATIN6 TO, AND PENAL TIES FOR, CERTAIN SEML

OFFENCES INVOLVIN6 CHILDREN - FOR THE HOME OFFICE CRIMINAL LAO

REVISION COMMITTEE, ed. by Keith R. Hose and Michael Burbidge (PIE,
)37S).

n. THE LAO RELATINB TO CONSENSUAL SEXUAL ACTS; A DISCUSSION PAPER

(prepared By The CHE Lav Reform Committee', 1380).
12. Oxley vas, at the time of vriting, chairman of the right ving

National Campaign for Lav and Order, vhich incidentally supports

hanging and corporal punishment, and deputy chairman of Mary
Uhitehouse's Vievers' and Listeners' Association.

13, Even revelations that he vas consorting viih tvo other vomen,

despite the fact that he vas married, didn't stop Dickens attacking
PIE. Hypocrisy has no bounds, it seems. I often vender vhat the

dickens the man vould do if it veren't for pedophiles???
14. Hell before the Hayman affair, another Establishment figure. Lord

Bingham, had also been revealed as a PIE member.

Betrayal of Youth Page 245



~>c

THE ’URAN IAN'S ’

by mom d‘mn smith

In Britain, the birth of vhat could be called a politically conscious

campaigning pedophile imement occurred around October 1974 vith the

inception of tvo groups; M - Pedophile Oction for Liberation, and PIE

- Pedophile Information Exchange. However, after a scurrilous SUHDHY

PEOPLE expose of PPL on May 25th 1975, the group went into a steady
decline which, by 1977, resulted in both POL and its magazine PHLMP

being incorporated by the Exchange.

Until the emergence of PIE, never before in the history of this

country had such a cohesive group of crusading pedophiles come together

so openly to press for changes in the laws and public attitudes.

Indeed, the nearest and only comparison one can make is with the

Uiciorian literary clique known as the 'Uranians' (or Calamites) and its

offshoot, the British Society for the Study of Sex Psychology, founded
in July, 1914 by some of the group's leading lights,

The Uranians consisted largely of undergraduates who extolled the

beauty of young boys in their poetry and prose, and much of their work

IS refreshingly outspoken for the period.

Ue are indebted to Timothy d'Prch Smith for bringing this

remarkable and hitherto unsuspected literary phenomenon to public
attention with his brilliantly researched study, LOVE IN EHPNEST,

For the benefit of those not acquainted with this study, and

because the Uranians were the forerunners of PIE, he was asked to

expound a little about them for the present book, -ed.

The word 'Uranian' was coined by the nineteenth century Austrian
jurist, Karl Heinrich Ulnchs, before the word hoisosexual had been

invented, Casting about for a term to esbrace a group of poets who
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The 'Uranians'

sound of a treole voice, glimpses of bare flesh at a bathing place, and
on occasions, a kiss

Uranians were riches indeed, Almost all of the group were quick to

assimilate the catachrestic lessons of Symonds, and Uranian poetry

abounded with reiterations of the legends of Achilles and Patroclus,

Zeus and Ganymede, David and Jonathan,

Hard won, of rare occurrence, these to the

The most striking curiosity of their verse was an almost unanimous
This slightly reprehensible

'snobisse' took the form of the poet (the lover's) desire for lads of

the lower orders, Guttersnipes, lift-boys, oil-begrimed stokers on the

knife-edge of puberty bowled over, like so many skittles, are Uranian

poets. One wonders why this should have been,

obsession with class distinctions,

The uniqueness of the Uranians' ideal lay in their single-minded

tenet that society should discard the socially acceptable prerogative of

parenthood and allow them to take from a boy such love as he has had, in
the past, to reserve for his father and mother at a time in his life

when he most needs a trusted adult guide outside the confines of home
and school.

That a man may take from a boy the kind of physical donation he

should reserve for a girl may present us with a problem of the gravest
kind, or it may not; for the Uranians maintained that the very nature of
male-to-male experience of sex, with its unwritten code of impermanence,

was not callous or immoral but altogether harmless,
bravery in throwing down this challenge which demands our attention

It was their
CIO)

I will conclude this appendix with two poems, the first by Alan

Stanley, the second by E, E. Bradford, both of which typified the work
of the Uranians,
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The 'Uranians

NOTES m REFERENCES

/, /imng Bradford's best knovn vorks, all of vhich vere published by
the London first of Ksgan Paul, ^ere, THE NEH CHIi/HiPY BHD OTHER
POEHS (!9t8); RBIPH RBmH; B STORY IH mSE (1922); and THE
KINSDOH yiTHIH YOU BHO OTHER POEHS (1927).

2. Carpenter's TOUBROS DEHOCRBCY, vhich vas heavily influenced by
yhitman's LEBUES OF 6RBSS, first appeared in four parts at various

dates, but the coisplete edition vas published in 1905, Carpenter
vas also the author of iiany other vorks, among them, WLaUS: BH
BNTHOLOSY OF FRIEHDSHIP (Sonnenschein, London, 1902), vhich vas

nicknamed 'The Bugger's Bible',

3. Symonds vas a noted classical scholar vho vrote many books, among

them, HBHY HOODS; B UOLUHE OF UERSE (Smith, Elder, London, ISIS),
and BHIHI F16URB (Smith, Elder, London ISS2).

4, Douglas' best knovn boylove poems appeared in his SOHHETS (Rich 5

Covan, London, 1935), and LYRICS (Rich 5 Covan, London, 1935),
5. These vere included in his extremely rare book, CBFRICES; POEHS

(Say & Bird, London, IS93).

5. Hicholson, a schoolmaster, vas author of the pidophilic novel, THE
ROHBHCE OF B CHOIRBOY (privately printed by F. E. Hurray, London,
1915) and four books of boylove poems, including, B CHBPLET OF
SOUTHERHyOOD (Bshover Derby, Frank Hurray, Hayday, IS96), and B

6BRLBHD OF LBDSLOUE (F. E. Hurray, London, 19!}).

7. Corvo, the genius vho died in penury in Uenice, vas the vriter of
the veil knovn HBDRIBN THE SEUEHTH; B ROHBHCE (Chatto & Hindus,

London, !904), and the scandalous THE DESIRE BHD PURSUIT OF THE
HHOLE; B ROHBHCE OF HODERH UEHICE (Cassell, London, 1934), He vas
also the author of the notorious 'Venice Letters'.

B. Poet and artist, Ralph Hicholas Chubb (Blake's Hantle), vas the

author of several limited volumes of poems vhich vere decorated

vith beautiful hand paintings of boys. Bmong the best vere THE

HEBVEHLY CUPID; OR, THE TRUE. PBRBDISE OF LOVES (Hevbury, the

author, 1934); UBTER CHERUBS; B BOOK OF 0RI6IHBL ORBUIHOS BHD

POETRY (Hevbury, the author, 1937); and FLBHES OF SUHRISE: B BOOK
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The 'Uranians

OF WE mCHILO comm we FEOEmm of FLBIQN (Nenbury, ths
author, 1954),

9. FCHILLES W SCYROS: R CLRSSICRL COfiEDY (Cayme Press, London, 1927),

10, For those wanting to k'nov more about the Uranians, and see some of

their vorks, read: iOUE IN EmESJ; SOME NOIES ON WE LIVES RNO

yRIIINOS OF EN6LISH 'URRNIRN' P0E7S FROM JSS9 TO 1930, by riewthy

d'M Smith (Routledge i kegan Paul, London, 1970), FERSTINO UIW
PmHERS: A NEU CONSWERAIION OF SOME LRIE VICfORIRN yPITERS, by

Rupert Croft-Cooke (y, H, Allen, London, 1967). SE40AL HERETICS;
MALE HDMOSEKUALITY IN EN6LJSH LITERATURE FROM JSSO TO 1900, by

Brian Reade (Routledge & kegan Paul, London, 1970), EROS; AN

ANTH0L06Y OF FRIENDSHIP, by Patrick Anderson i Alistair Sutherland

(Anthony Blond, London, 1961), THE PEN6UIN BOOk OF HOMOSEJfUAL
VERSE, ed. by Stephen Coote, Penguin, Middlesex, I9S3). BREEk

LOVE, by J, I. Eglinton (Neville Spearman, London, 1971), MEN AND
BOYS; AN ANTHQL06Y (revised edition - the old Coltsfoot Press, Nev

York, 1978),

/ I 4 f k .f k k k k
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Contributors

TIflOTHY O'ARCH SftlTH

An antiquarian bookseller by profession, Timothy is a world authority on
the Victorian literary clique known as the 'Uranians', His study, LOVE

IN EARNEST, concerning their lives and writings, is now justly regarded
as the classic in its field, He is also the author of several other

books, including ENGLISH PRIVATE PRESSES, 17S7-I961; JOHN ORINKUATER,
1882-1937: CATALOGUE OF AN EXHIBITION; A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE MS OF
MONTAGUE SUHMERS; and (with G.Handley-Taylor) C. DAY-LEWIS, THE POET
LAUREATE: A BIBLIOGRAPHY,

concerning the Fortune Press.

He has recently completed another book

A POTTED BIOGRAPHY OF THE BOOK'S EDITOR

37 year old Warren Middleton has been called "one of the founding

fathers of the pedophile movement in Britain'

chairperson of PIE (197S-8) and editor of its now-defunct journal

UNDERSTANDING P£DQPHILIA, he was, until his resignation in 1981, one of

the group's longest-serving EC members, He is the author of several
articles for journals such as MAGPIE, and has given numerous interviews

to magazines and papers like the old GAY NEWS, TIME OUT and SOCIALIST

CHALLENGE, He was also instrumental in providing some source material
for Tom O'CarroH's aonentous PEDOPHILIA; THE RADICAL CASE, and was one

of his co-defendants at the much publicised PIE conspiracy trial of
1981, though acquitted on all counts, Warren, whose hobbies include

reading, listening to music, and collecting antiquarian books, has
studied the issues of pedophilia and childhood sexuality since he was
seventeen.

Formerly vice-
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