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Abstract:

Presentations of boy’s sexuality within man—boy sexual relationships have shifted considerably over
the past three decades. We document this through analyzing three very different constituencies:

- ‘boylover’ (adult men sexually attracted to boys) activist movements,

- three research case studies, and

- male survivors of abuse.

We examine

- the specific ways boy’s sexuality has been constructed within each of these positions,

- how these have changed over this period, and

- what insights all this can shed on wider social and cultural (re)conceptions on age, gender, and
sexuality.

Studying these diverse perspectives provides a series of contrasting assumptions and frameworks
which will yield invaluable insights on wider transformations in the production of narratives on child
and intergenerational sexualities.

We hope to illuminate this through drawing out the complex interplays involving power dynamics and
fluctuations in the epistemological hierarchy delineating boy’s sexuality (in terms of more normative
and transgressive forms this may take).

We conclude this critical engagement with a discussion of the likely impact any ‘queering’ of, or
fractures in, age/generational boundaries might have for the future narrating of boy’s sexual stories
within man-boy sexual relationships.
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